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Presidents Message
Dear Mighty Plymouth-Foothill
Rotarians,
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s we launch our club into a
new Rotary year, I am looking forward to serving as your president with both enthusiasm and a little
trepidation. Trepidation because the
many accomplishments and awards
achieved during the past year under
Elizabeth’s guidance have set a high
bar for those of us who follow her.
(Paul and I have joked that he agreed
to be president following me only if I
agreed to lower that bar!) Enthusiasm
because you are enthusiastic about our
club and the things we have done and
aim to do, which makes the prospect
of serving as your president a joy!
In working through all of the
training that Rotary presidents-elect
are given and the planning that is

asked of them, a theme kept popping
into my mind for what I’d like to see
for our club this year: Keep the Good,
Make It Better, Aim For The Best. We
have done so much good in our
community, and indeed in the world, in
the few short years since we were
chartered in 2007. (I’m not going to
list all the things ~ you know what they
are.) We want to keep doing those
things and go beyond them so that, in
the words of the visioning document
we crafted in 2008, our club is the “go
to” service club for youth and adults in
our community and participates in
humanitarian projects around the
world. Our planned project with the
indigenous schools in Zihuatanejo and
a proposed joint project with the
Fiddletown Community Center will
expand our reach into the world and
Continued Page 5

Farmers Market—Austin Ford
Held every Thursday, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, from August 7th, through October 2nd, on the
shady lawn of McGee Park on historic Main Street in Plymouth.
The Plymouth Farmers Market is known as a pleasant gathering place to not only
purchase fresh produce and locally made goods, but to enjoy live music while having a
glass of wine and small plate dinner ~ all under the cooling canopy of the shade trees.
“We’re really a Community Market,” said Jim Gullett, former Rotary President and
driving force behind the event. “The Plymouth Market has become a popular gathering
place for people from Amador as well as El Dorado Counties,” he said.
We are teaming with the City of Plymouth to significantly
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Calendar
August—Membership

July—The Fair
1

7:15 a.m.

49er RV Park
Installation
2014-15 Board
President’s Message
The Year Ahead

2

6:00 p.m.

Amador City
Dancin In The Street

5

7:15 a.m.

49er RV Park
How to Attract &
Keep New Members

7

4:00 p.m.

Farmer’s Market

9

6:00 p.m.

Amador City
Dancin In The Street

12

7:15 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

49er RV Park
Board Meeting

14

4:00 p.m.

Farmer’s Market

19

7:15 a.m.

49er RV Park

21

4:00 p.m.

Farmer’s Market

26

6:00 p.m.

President’s Potluck

28

4:00 p.m.

Farmer’s Market

4

9:00 a.m.

Independence Day
Parade—Plymouth

5

6:00 p.m.

Amador City
Dancin In The Street

8

7:15 a.m.

49er RV Park
Video ~ History of
Amador County Fair
Board Meeting

8:30 a.m.
12

6:00 p.m.

Amador City
Dancin In The Street

15

7:15 a.m.

Fair Booth Clean-Up

19

6:00 p.m.

Amador City
Dancin In The Street

22

6:00 p.m.

Fair Booth Preview

24—27
29

Fair Booth
Steak n’ Shake
7:15 a.m.

Plymouth Elementary School
Garden Arbor

Into The Garden

No Meeting

June 3rd—Plymouth Elementary School
experiences for the kids, they’ve
eaten and liked vegetables they
may not have eaten otherwise
had they been purchased at the
grocery store.

The garden tour began with
Donna Custodio, Principal of
Plymouth Elementary talking about
how the garden provides a wealth
of learning opportunities for the
kids. Such as plant anatomy and
other sciences, math, designing and
layout of the garden, as well as
hands-on experience in a myriad of
other areas. The school garden also
provides fruit and vegetables for
school cafeteria. Planting the seeds
and watching them grow has
Daniel D’Agostini ~
opened a world of culinary taste
Walking tour of the garden

Carissa Swason later spoke
about how and why she started
the Garden Project. It’s benefits
to her, the kids, and the school.
She also put together a wonderful slide presentation.

Carissa Swason

As Rotarians began to arrive under
the ramada at Plymouth Elementary
School our illustrious leader,
Elizabeth Swason had prepared a
wonderful breakfast for all.

Daniel D’Agostini gave a
walking tour of the garden
explaining the reasoning for the
use of cement blocks for the
raised garden beds. He went
on to explain about the various
plants. He went on to explain
abo ut ha nds -o n o r ga nic

Rotary & Girl Scouts ~
Working hand-in-hand

gardening.
During the summer months
when school is not in session
the Girl Scouts will care for
and maintain the garden.
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Farmer’s Market—continued Page 1
increase attendance this year which
should, in turn, increase sales for
the vendors. It is expected this will
attract even more high-quality
produce vendors as well as other
vendors.
Large attention-getting street
signs will be placed on the major
arteries and a number of smaller
sandwich-board signs will appear
on local streets. A striking new
Banner will hang over Main Street
in Plymouth during the period.
As in the past, attractive flyers will
be seen in the windows of all local,
public and commercial establishments; smaller tear-off leaflets will
be available throughout the County.
New this year, we plan to
partner with local wineries and
other businesses for co-promotion
to their customers, greatly extending our reach.
As in the past, City of Plymouth

and Rotary representatives will appear on local media to promote the
Farmers Market and space will be
sought in the local publications.
There has been rewarding interest in
promoting the whole concept so we’ll
do more. Perhaps the most effective
advertising is hearing the news from
a friend. This year, all participants,
sponsors and stakeholders will be
asked to help build the buzz by telling
someone about their experience.
“Growing the Plymouth Farmers
Market into a successful community
event has many rewards,” said Austin
Ford, market manager. “Rotary raises
money for community causes while
promoting local farming and creating
a pleasant experience for our neighbors,” he continued. We contribute to
local schools, provide student
scholarships and an annual Rotary
Youth Leadership Camp,” he added.

the Plymouth Farmers Market, we
urge to give us a call. Produce
vendors should be certified (a simple
process) and can just show up and
choose a location for your table.
Again this year, local non-profit
organizations are invited to present
their information at the market at no
charge to their group. Please give
Rotary a call to schedule a table.

(209) 245-6090

If you’d like to sell your products at

Steak n’ Shake—at the Amador County Fair ~ July 24—27

Tom Patten

Liz Dauhler & PJ Karnaze

Jim Gullett

Thom Maestretti—I second that

I hereby proclaim this kitchen open

Hey, our Rotary Club has the most awesome booth at the Fair. Other
clubs serve beer and wine—we do STEAK n’ SHAKE (Martinis, that is).
Our thin-sliced Rib Eye sandwiches are cooked to perfection on a
grilled roll served with chips and a pickle—grilled onions too if you
want. We’ll sell 1,000—1,200 sandwiches this year and try to make
Here’s where the fun begins
a few grand for the Club. Located next to the entrance of the arena,
we get plenty of exposure during the Tractor Pull, Rodeo and
Destruction Derby nights. The crew of four Rotarians serves on 3—4 hour shifts from 9:00 AM to 12:30 AM each
day (11:30 PM Thursday and Sunday). Mark your calendars now for July 24—27, and sign up for as many
shifts as your want. A schedule will be emailed to you shortly to sign up. Put together a crew with your favorite
Rotary pals, friends and family if you want—we need to have your participation to
make this fun for everyone. This is my first year managing the booth, following
Elizabeth’s great success the last couple of years, so please rally around the
new guy.

The Golden Grapevine
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Birthdays

Anniversarys

July

July

Lacey Patton

12

Lynn Sanders

13

PJ & Deanne Karnaze

27

Jamie Lubenko

17

Jeanne & Ken Deaver

31

Chris Cholakos

29

Here’s What Your Had To Say

And The
Survey Says

Thank you to the seventeen members who returned the survey handed out in April. Your
responses were very helpful and confirmed that the Club is on the right track, doing things
you think are worthwhile and enjoy. It also produced some interesting new ideas for service
projects and fundraising. It was no surprise that a large majority who responded put
service as the primary reason for their membership in the Club, with fellowship the
secondary reason. Everyone indicated that they would like to see the Club grow. Five
people thought 35-40 was a good number, but a surprising ten favored 41-50. So,

regardless, it seems like we should put some effort into growing the Club membership in the next year.
Most people seemed to think that we were spending about the right amount on the various service projects listed in the
survey, though a number of people would like to see us do more for the Food Bank. Of the potential service projects that
we can apply for a grant to accomplish, the Zihuatanejo Indigenous Schools project, the Plymouth Playing Fields project,
and the Fiddletown Community Center Repair project received the most support. The Playing Fields project does not
appear to be coming to fruition in the near term, so we will focus on the Zihuatanejo and Fiddletown Community Center
projects for this year and hopefully get matching grants from the District and RI to help accomplish both.
Other ideas for service projects to pursue this year or in the future were: food drive for the Food Bank, establishing a
job skills/business incubator center in Plymouth, taking on a project to upgrade something at the fairgrounds, planting a
Friendship tree in honor of Gene Albaugh, providing hot dogs to the kids at the Plymouth 4th of July fireworks party,
firewood for seniors (Bob Clevenger is pursuing this). All great and worthwhile ideas that we will try to work on. Raise
your hand if one of these ideas grabs you and you want to help make it happen.
There was solid support for continuing the fund raising activities we have launched so far (even the Steak and Martini
Booth! ~ now known as “Steak ‘n’ Shake”), and some interesting new ideas:
Barn Dance

Haunted House

Bicycle/Trail ride

Fireman’s Muster

Historic Vehicle Show

Winter Wonderland

St. Patrick’s party

Jazz Festival

Holiday Flag Service

New Year’s Eve Party or New Year’s Day Brunch

Anything catch your fancy?
The survey was the first step in what I hope will be frequent communication to and among the Club members about
activities of the Club and ideas for new things to try. The Golden Grapevine monthly newsletter which Marilyn McDanel
has undertaken is the next step, so please read it and contribute to it. (We’ll try not to make it too long!)
Thank you for being Mighty Plymouth-Foothills Rotarians!

July 2014
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Community Projects—Plymouth Elementary Over For The Summer
The Snack Pack Program which we operated from January to June of this year was a big hit with
the kids. We had the invaluable help of Stephanie Anderson, a resident of Drytown and customer
of the Imperial Hotel, who picked up the empty packs each Wednesday morning, brought them to
Happy Hour at the hotel and along with hotel staff filled up an average of 18 sacks each week.
Stephanie then loaded them in her car and took them back to the school on Thursday morning. So
thank you to Stephanie and to all of the club members who loaded us up with goodies to put in
the sacks. We will plan to start up again in the fall under the leadership of Lynn Clevenger.
The Rotary Hour reading program at the school also was a hit. It was amazing to see how the
kids were eager to be chosen to read a book to the Rotarian of the day. Lynn and Bob Clevenger, Mary Ann McCamant and Dan Slater acquired the necessary fingerprint and TB clearance to
work with the kids this year and were rewarded with homemade thank you notes at the end of
the year. Lynn made sure no one forgot their assignment by calling the night before to remind us.
She will be organizing this program again in the fall and would be happy to add your name to
the list. It’s just one hour, 1:00 - 2:00 on Wednesday afternoon once a month at most, so please
see if you can fit it into your schedule.

With Rotary’s Help

Rotary International Convention—2015
Mark your calendar

Sao Paulo, Brazil.
June 7—10, 2015

President’s Message—Continued from Page 1
into our community.
Within the club, we have developed strong fellowship among club members, and we will continue to support
that with evening potlucks, interesting meeting programs that encourage high attendance and “hands-on”
projects that give us a chance to work together as a team. This year, we also will work hard at communication
between the board and the membership with monthly newsletters (like this one!), quarterly assemblies that
review our accomplishments and challenges, and publication of the board agenda before each meeting so that
members can attend if desired.
Finally, we will aim to share our story with the community and prospective members so that the club will
grow in numbers and in resources, the better to accomplish our goal of “doing good in the world”.
This is a “mighty” club with outstanding members who work hard, give from the heart, respect each others’
differences, have fun and are always open to trying new things. I am truly excited about working with all of
you over the next year.
Yours in service,
Mary Ann McCamant

The Golden Grapevine
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Why June 30th—Rotary’s Fiscal Year

“The

Ever wonder why the Rotary year begins 1 July? The international convention initially played a
key roll in determining the start date of our fiscal and administrative year.

Rotary Year”

Rotary’s first fiscal year began the day after the first convention ended on 18 August 1910. The
1911-12 fiscal year also related to the convention, beginning with the first day of the 1911 convention on 21 August.

At its August 1912 meeting, the Board of Directors ordered an audit of the International Association of Rotary Clubs’ finances. The auditors recommended that the organization end its fiscal year
on 30 June to give the secretary and treasurer time to prepare a financial statement for the convention and board, and determine the proper number of club delegates to the convention.
The executive committee concurred, and at its April 1913 meeting, designated 30 June as the end of the fiscal year. This also allowed for changes to the schedule for reporting club membership and payments. Even The Rotarian changed its volume numbering
system to correspond to the fiscal year (beginning with vol. 5, July 1917).
Rotary continued to hold its annual conventions in July or August until 1917. Delegates to the 1916 event in Cincinnati, Ohio approved a resolution to hold future conventions in June, mainly because of the heat in cities where most of them occurred. The next
one was held 17-21 June in Atlanta, Georgia.
The term “Rotary Year” has been used to signify Rotary’s annual administrative period since at least 1913. An article in The Rotarian that July noted, “The Rotarian year that is rapidly drawing to a close has been signalized by several highly successful joint meetings of Clubs that are so situated as to assemble together easily and conveniently.”
Since the executive committee’s decision in 1913, the end of the Rotary year has remain 30 June.

Board Meeting—July 8, 2014

Interact—Outgoing & Incoming
Outgoing

FIRST BOARD MEETING of the 2014-15 year
Will be held immediately following the July 8th
Club meeting.

Incoming

President
Carisa Swason

Anastasia Karnaze

Vice President
Bailey Lubenko

Zoe Feist

All members are welcome to attend
Secretary

Anyone wishing to have an item placed on the
agenda for this meeting should send an email
describing the item with any backup information to
Mary Ann by July 6th. Among other items, the
Board will be discussing the budget for 2014-15,
an application for a District Grant and the
Zihuatanejo project.

Bethanie Vang

Emma Reh

Treasurer
Jorge Romero

Jonny Lubenko

Director
Anastasia Karnaze

Taylor Roberts
Ethan Carpenter

July 2014
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International Service Project—Zihuatanejo, Mexico

Zihuatanejo School Project

As many of you are aware, our club has decided to undertake an International Project for the
upcoming Rotary year beginning on July 1. Our project is to help with the furnishing of three
new schools for the children who are currently not served by public schools in Zihuatanejo, Mexico. In Mexico it is necessary for a child to speak Spanish and for the parents to be able to provide uniforms and school supplies. For most of these children none of this is possible.
Most of these children are from poor, indigenous Indian families who have moved to the city
when their subsistence farms failed. Most are squatters living on unused land in houses built

from whatever materials they could salvage. The parents knew that for their children to have a better life they would have to get an
education. Since public schools were not an option, they used the same approach in building the schools as they did for their housing
needs. The schools are staffed by volunteers, they are usually recent college graduates who could not obtain the
union membership required for public school teachers. They teach part-time during the day, and work at night to support themselves.
In 2003 a group of U.S. and Canadian sailors decided to help by holding a festival to raise funds for building these schools. This
was the first Zihuatanejo Sail Fest. To properly administer the funds two organizations were incorporated, 'Por Los Ninos de
Zihuatanejo' in Mexico and 'Por Los Ninos' in the U.S.
Since then three new schools plus kindergartens have been built and furnished. These have become the first schools to be designated bilingual, allowing non-Spanish speaking children the opportunity for an education. Volunteers and donors, including several
Rotary Clubs, have provided millions of Pesos to build the schools, furnish them and provide food, school supplies and uniforms for
the children. The local government has hired many of the volunteer teachers, getting them union membership in the process, and is
now operating the schools as part of the Public School system.
The work continues! For the first time last year's Sail Fest raised over $1 million Pesos. Combined with the donation of land by the
local government with local companies donating material and labor. This year marked the building of three more schools! The building’s construction is almost complete. Now the need is for all the furnishings required to make the schools operational.

This is where you come in !!!!

SailFest

A grant from Rotary International requires the requesting club (US!) to raise a minimum of
$10,000, which will then be matched by District and Rotary International to make a total of
$35,000. Our fund raising got a great start when Jim McCamant pledged a $5,000 matching
challenge. We were halfway there out of the gate! Since I made the presentation to the club a
couple of weeks ago, we have received pledges of $1,000 from a non-member, and 6 members
have pledged a total of $1,650. Our club has also budgeted $1,000 for the effort. This puts us at
$8,650, just $1,350 short of our goal.
For those who haven't as yet made a pledge, now is the time to act. Some have given $500,
some $100 and some $50. What can you pledge? Between the 24 members who haven't
pledged we should be able to quickly reach our goal.
We will also be organizing a trip to Sail Fest 2015 to put the finishing touches on “our” schools and help raise money for the next
schools. We leave Sunday, February 1st returning Monday, February 9th. Airfare is approximately $600 as of this writing. Hotel
cost is $70/night double occupancy. During the week of Sail Fest we’ll tour a number of the schools, join the kickoff Concert, help at
the kids beach party, participate in the chili cookoff so bring your best chili recipe, participate in the sail parade, help/participate in
the live and silent auctions and a myriad of other events during the course of the week.
Contact me at carl@mcdanel.com, (209) 296-4290 or at a meeting and let me know what you can do to help and if you would like
to join us in Zihuatanejo.

February 2—8.
2015

Carl McDanel, International Service Chair
P.S. This video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9P-mnWb54Lo , was written, produced and created by a young lady by the
name of Alicia who is a student at our latest school project. This is a great example of the results of our efforts.

A big thanks goes out to
Donna Brune, Anne Filer, Chuck Hays, Marilyn Hoopes, Dave Logan, Joe Mock, Thom Maestretti., along with Jim
McCamant and Saroj & Ajit Pagedar for their pledges and/or donations to the Zijuatanejo Schools Project.

Pl ym o ut h Fo o t hi l l s Ro t a r y

Independence Day—July 4th
The City of Plymouth will be hosting the annual Independence Day
Parade again this year—

P. O. Box 56
Plymouth, CA 95669
Breakfast Meetings
Tuesday ~ 7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Park
18265 Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

Mary Ann McCamant
President

OFALL THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY AND DO
IS IT THE TRUTH?
IS IT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?
WILL IT BUILD GOODWILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED?

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org

District Training Seminar—Membership & Public Image Seminar

Incline Village
Who:

Club Membership
Public Image Chairs
Others Looking To Get Involved

Why:

To Discuss ~ Membership
Attendance
Semi-Annual Report Changes
General Public Image Strategies
Social Media
Website Techniques
Other Ways To Get The Word Out
Continental Breakfast ~ Seminar ~ Lunch

Included:

No charge to you or the Club
An agenda will be sent out closer to the date

