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Presidents Message
Hello, and Happy New Year Fellow Rotarians!
I hope you all enjoyed a great holiday break and are looking forward to the
second half of our 2014-15 Rotary Year. There’s a lot on our plate over the next
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six months and even more new things to consider, so we’ll be talking about all
of them at our Club Assembly at our next meeting on January 6th! (And, yes,
we are meeting on Tuesday!) Here’s a preview of what we’ll be discussing. See
you there!
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JANUARY 7:
Snack Sacks at Plymouth Elementary will resume with Lynn Clevenger
and Stephanie Anderson picking up the duties as before. Rotary
Reading Hour will also resume thanks to Lynn, Bob and Dan (more
Rotary volunteers always needed and appreciated — one hour
commitment each month helps a lot).
JANUARY:
Planning and organizing for the Plymouth Flea Market on May 2 begins
with Lynn Clevenger taking over from Troy the marketing and sign-ups
for vendor spaces with an assist from Carl McDanel.
JANUARY 29 - FEBRUARY 8:
Six members of the club and two spouses will be traveling to
Zihuatanejo, Mexico. The first two days will be spent helping to run a
Lions In Sight eye clinic testing the vision of local school children, their
parents and other local residents and providing eye glasses to those
who need them. Then as part of our revised Rotary International Grant
application, we’ll join with the Sailfest organization Por Los Niños and
local Rotary clubs in Zihua and Ixtapa to evaluate and detail the need for
an adult literacy and computer literacy program for the indigenous
people in Zihua.
FEBRUARY 27:
As you already have heard from Jim Gullett, our club is in charge of
organizing the Area 7 Foundation Dinner this year. It will be held in the
Spur Emporium building at the Fairgrounds. We have secured a
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wonderful keynote speaker in Jean Irwin-Hatfield; Jim is in the process of
engaging caterers for the event, and a committee made up of Jamie, Scott,
myself and Jim have been discussing menus, decor, audio/visual and
invitations. Jamie has designed an invitation to go to members of the clubs
and has volunteered to do set-up for the event with the help of the Interact
Club. The presidents of all 4 area Rotary Clubs will be manning the bar for
the evening (hopefully with some help from our friends!). More volunteers
will be needed to help as we approach the date, and above all, please
mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend if at all possible.
MARCH:
As part of Rotary Literacy Month, we’ll be delivering dictionaries to the 3rd graders at Plymouth
Elementary. Elizabeth Swason has the dictionaries ordered and stickers will need to be put on them
saying they are from our club. Elizabeth will coordinate with the school for delivery. The selection
process for RYLA camp also begins this month and Elizabeth will be looking for help with the
interviews.
APRIL 5:
Easter Egg Hunt at the Amador Flower Farm. We’ll need volunteers to fill the eggs and help with the
hunt — always a fun time for the kids, even more so for us!
APRIL 18:
Party Boat 15! A major fundraiser dinner/auction to raise money for local youth projects and
scholarships. This will be the “third annual” event organized by Elizabeth Swason, who has ideas for
expanding the sponsorship and attendance this year. Elizabeth has already signed up Anne Filer,
Marilyn McDanel and Donna Brune to help — but there is always room for more!
APRIL 25:
Rotarians at Work Day — the day Rotarians around the world select a project in their communities to
work on and provide visibility for the good we do. In the past, we’ve done clean-up days in River
Pines, Plymouth and Fiddletown, weeded the Amador City cemetery and painted the dug-out at
Harold Coburn Park. It’s a one-day event, and we are always looking for suggestions for good projects
to take on — so let us know what you think needs to be done and we’ll talk about it!
MAY 2:
Plymouth Flea Market and Pancake Breakfast is another fundraiser for our club. Lynn will need help
with logistics for vendors on the day before and the day of the Market, and Jamie, who has
volunteered to run the Pancake Breakfast (bless her heart!), will need lots of volunteers to flip those
flapjacks and fill those coffee urns. This will be the same day as the Amador 4 Fires event at the
Fairgrounds which will involve several members of the club, so we’ll be stretched a little thin — but we
can do it!!
MAY:
Outreach to students and parents of students at Amador High who are interested in becoming a
Rotary Youth Exchange student sponsored by our club during the 2016-17 school year, and/or who
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are interested in hosting an incoming exchange student during that year. Jim Gullett and Elizabeth
Swason will plan and coordinate with school counselors.
JUNE:
Planning and organizing begins for the Steak Booth at the Fair (July 23 - 26) and the Plymouth
Community Markets (Thursdays, August & September).
NEW IDEAS AND PROJECTS TO THINK ABOUT AND DISCUSS
BUSINESS INCUBATOR IN PLYMOUTH
Austin Ford’s presentation at our meeting on December 9 for a Business Incubator coordinated by
Rotary generated a lot of discussion among club members who seemed generally to agree that
something like that was needed and that we could play a role. Question now is what? how? and when?
To move forward, we’ll need to identify short and long range goals, available resources and interested
members. The slides from Austin’s presentation are a good starting point, so I’ll forward them to
anyone interested.
SPRUCING UP THE SPUR
As part of the discussion about how Rotary could make a contribution to the Fair and the Amador 4
Fires event planned at the Fairgrounds on May 2, Deidre Miller has proposed that our club and the
other Amador Rotary Clubs, along with Interact and other youth groups, take on a project to improve
the structures at the Fairgrounds before the A4F event. Since we are holding the Foundation Dinner at
the Spur Emporium, that would seem like a logical place to focus our energy by painting at least the
interior, kitchen and bathrooms. There have been discussions among Deidre and Elizabeth Swason
from our club, Troy Bowers from the Fair, Pat Crew from the Fair Foundation and Nancy Johnson from
A4F to see if we could pull this off. The Fair Foundation will provide some financial support and Nancy
Johnson is researching the possibility of getting donated paint or corporate sponsorship. If it looks like
it is a possibility, I will contact the presidents of the other Rotary clubs to solicit their support as well.
Stay tuned!!
PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY GARDEN
Jeff Gardner, the City Manager of Plymouth, has asked for our help in getting a community garden
started in Plymouth’s Veterans’ Park. His idea is that community groups like the schools, Scouts,
garden clubs, etc. each would have a raised bed that they would cultivate and the produce could be
sold at the Plymouth Community Markets or donated to the Food Bank. Water is available to water the
beds and some labor from the City would be provided to develop the garden itself. A volunteer would
be needed to contact community groups to determine interest and to solicit donations of materials for
the beds. Presumably, the garden could be expanded as residents of Plymouth showed an interest in
having beds for themselves.
It think that’s it — but if I’ve left something out, please bring it up at our meeting on January 6th. I’ll look
forward to seeing you all there and having some good discussion!
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~

Click Here
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~
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Elizabeth Swason

4

Stephanie Anderson

7

Jamie Wibbenmeyer
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Calendar
February—Theme

January—Rotary Awareness

1

New Year’s Day

3

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

6

7:15a.m.

Club Assembly

10

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

13

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

17

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

8:30a.m.

Marilyn McDanel, PR Chair
Rotary Awareness
Board Meeting

20

6:00p.m.

Fiddletown Community Center
Family Night

27

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

Carl McDanel, International Chair
Zihua Report
24

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

27

6:00p.m.

Spur Building—Fair Grounds
Foundation Dinner

Field Trip—Eye Technician Training

Marilyn training Mary Ann in
reading the doctor’s order and
eye glass prescriptions

Troy learning to operate the
spot vision screener

The Zihuatanejo, Mexico trip is two-fold; January 30 and 31 will be an eye clinic for
both adults and children in cooperation with the Jackson Lions Club and PlymouthFoothills Rotary Club. The Lions Club is sending 4 doctors and two eye clinic technicians,
from our club 7 members will go as eye clinic technicians. On January 3rd Troy Bowers,
Mary Ann McCamant, Carl McDanel and Marilyn McDanel met
Marilyn Hoopes and Todd Pickens in Vallejo at the Lions Eye Glass Warehouse. Marilyn Hoopes and Todd Pickens assisted in the 3 hour training session of our Rotary members. Marilyn Hoopes has assisted the Lions Club on numerous other trips for eye clinic
missions, her most recent was Armenia a few weeks ago. Todd will be training Joe and
Mock in his office, then we’re all good to.
The second part of our trip to Zihuatanejo will be
SailFest, which raises money for the schools for the indigenous children of Zihua. There many festivities throughout
the week, and in fact, it may sound like the team is just
partying the whole week. In actuality the team be assisting
local residents, x-pats (both Canadian and American) with
the various activities, from selling T-Shirts to assisting with
the raffle and silent auction to making and distributing
lunch for the kids beach day to assisting with the water taxi Each box contains 40 pair of
on race and parade day. And, maybe going along as a eyeglasses
passenger on parade day.
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P. O. Box 56
Plymouth, CA 95669
Breakfast Meetings
Tuesday ~ 7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Park
18265 Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

Mary Ann McCamant
President

OFALL THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY AND DO
IS IT THE TRUTH?
IS IT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?
WILL IT BUILD GOODWILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED?

Learning to read prescription and eye glass
strength

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org
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Reading the glasses to determine
prescription strength
Eye glasses ready for shipment to wherever
needed

Packing boxes with 40 pair of glasses
Todd instructing trainees

with same or similar prescription
Dr. Bill instructing trainees

