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Presidents Message 

July 2015 

Greetings fellow Rotarians 
 
We all thought July and August were pretty busy with the fair and street dances and the 
Farmers Market but I have to say September is shaping up to be equally busy. We have 
four more Farmers Markets to host, we need some folks to work an information booth and 
start promoting our Highland Games at the Scottish Game in Pleasanton, we will help out at 
Amador City’s Downtown Wine Event and we have a couple meetings and events with our 
District Governor this month. The good news is that our fundraising efforts have been very 
successful so we are positioned well to support our causes which is perfect lead in to talk 
about our Rotary’s focus in September; Education and Literacy. 
 
Clearly, education is and has always been a major area of interest for our club. The best 
examples are ongoing projects at Plymouth Elementary like the reading program, supplying 
dictionaries for the 3rd graders, furnishing snack packs, not to mention funding the vegetable 
garden and the playground equipment. For our older students we support local scout troops 
plus we participate in all the Rotary youth programs including REGL, RYLA, RYE, Interact 
plus. I can’t talk about our support for education without giving credit to Elizabeth as much 
of this activity funnels through our Youth Service Committee that she chairs. On top of all this 
Elizabeth is working with Donna Custodio to charter a second Interact Club for Jr High  
students plus guiding a group of 18-30 year olds to charter a Rotoract Club! 
 
On an international level you may have heard that thanks to Carl’s perseverance, our club’s 
global grant has been approved under Rotary’s focus area of Basic  
Education and Literacy. This grant leverages our donations with RI funds to provide over 
$40,000 to train teachers and outfit schools. 
 
Another prime example of our club’s dedication and recognition of the importance of  
education and literacy is the Business Incubator program spearheaded by Austin where we 
provide business plan consulting and “free advice” to entrepreneurs.  
Bottom line, when our District Governor visits in a couple weeks and asks us to  
describe our clubs education or youth service programs, we’ll have lots to talk about. 
 
Finally, its worth mentioning, there are interesting articles about polio eradication in the Ro-
tary magazine. CNN also reported that as of the end of July, Nigeria has gone a year with 
no new cases of polio and the end of August makes a year for the last case in Somalia 
which means all of Africa is on the cusp of being polio free.  

Only Pakistan and Afghanistan will remain on the list of troublesome countries. 

Let’s have a great month…. Paul 
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Calendar 

September 

 1 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

 3 4:00p.m. Plymouth Farmers Market 

    McGee Park 

5 & 6 8:00a.m. Pleasanton Highland Games 

    Alameda County Fairgrounds 

 8 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

  8:30a.m.        Board Meeting 

 10 4:00p.m. Plymouth Farmers Market 

    McGee Park 

 15 6:00p.m. Evening Meeting 

    Scott Mahon & Megan Lacy  

 17 4:00p.m. Plymouth Farmers Market 

    McGee Park 

 18 6:00p.m. Downtown Wine 

    Amador City 

    An Intimate Wine Tasting Event 

    Tickets—Click Here 

 21 5:00p.m. District Governor 

    Board Meeting 

    Imperial Hotel 

 22 7:15a.m. District Governor Visit 

    Gail Ellingwood 

 23 6:00p.m. Dinner for District Governor 

    Teresa’s in Jackson 

 24 4:00p.m. Plymouth Farmers Market 

    McGee Park 

 29 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

      

October 

 6 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Club Assembly 

    Scottish Highland Games Update 

 13 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

     

 20 6:00p.m. Amador Flower Farm 

    Octoberfest 

    Bring A Friend 

                                             Introduce them to Rotary  

 27 7:15 a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Todd Pickens 

    Lions In-Sight   

Welcome New Members 

Donna Custodio 

William “Will” Pritchard 
Catherine  “Cathy” Scanlon 

Jamie Wibbenmeyer 
From Left: Elizabeth Swason (sponsor), Cathy 

Scanlon, Paul Wibbenmeyer (President) and 

Donna Custodio 

From Left:  Paul Wibbenmeyer 

(President & sponsor) and Jamie 

Wibbenmeyer 

From Left:  Will Pritchard, Scott 

Mahon  (sponsor), and Paul 

Wibbenmeyer (President) 

Calendar 

http://pfrotary.org/wine.php
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The Golden Grapevine 

Youth Service Month—Elizabeth Swason 

September is Rotary Youth Service Month and as the Youth Service Chair I am excited to 
share that our club is sponsoring a community Rotaract Club and another campus based  
Interact Club at Shenandoah Valley Charter School. These youth organizations are a vital part 
of the Rotary family and will help us be a gift to the world. 
 

Rotaract is open to any community member between the ages of 18 -30 years old. Please have potential 

members contact me at 415-298-4000 as soon as possible as we will be chartering the Rotaract club of  

Amador this month. The Charter Board is as follows: 

Alyssa Rehart, President 
Carisa Swason, Vice President 
Sam Hall, Treasurer 
Cecily Swason, Secretary 

Kellen Ericson, Director 

 

The Interact Club of Shenandoah Valley Charter School will consist of 7th and 8th grade students, approximate-
ly 12-14 years old. The club’s on campus staff advisor is Donna Custodio – who happens to be a fellow  
Rotarian! They are in the process of developing their charter board and recruiting members. They intend to 
charter this month as well. 
 

The Interact Club of Amador High School is in its third year and continues to be as strong as ever under the 

leadership of their new board. 

Alexa Kerr, President 
Anastasia Karnaze, Vice President 
Samantha Riviere, Secretary 
Andrea Romero, Treasurer 
Katy Hirschfelt, Director 

Maximillion Pruett, Director 

At the annual Amador High School Club Fair on Augusts 21, sixty-seven students signed up for Interact this 
membership year. A huge thank you to Glenn Carter, their on campus staff advisor at Amador High School for 
his continued commitment to Interact, we could not have a campus club without him. 
 
Amador Interact has a team signed-up for Camp-out-for-Cancer 2015 and will proudly represent us as well as 
provide volunteer services as needed for the event. They will have a face-painting station there, so please 
come by and see them at Camp-out-for-Cancer on September 12, 2015 at the fairgrounds. 
 

Some of the other activities Amador Interact has planned for this year include: Funding International KIVA  

Projects, The Jackson Rotary Bowl-a-thon, Trick or Treat for Cans, Project Thanks - Thanksgiving Baskets, Purple 

Pinkie, Letters to the Military, Christmas to Remember, Party Boat 16, Meal Preparation and Serving at Glide 

Memorial in San Francisco, International Service in Spain. They have also developed an Amador Interact  

Facebook page and Instagram. They are truly a gift to the world. 
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The Rotary Club of Albany celebrated 30 years of celebrating others May 20, 2015, at a lunch-

eon where six exceptional youths in foster care were honored. 

“Foster parents sat with huge smiles on their faces, while the youth were being recognized by men 

and women in the community,” said event founder Brian Barr, of Westmere. “It’s just marvelous.” 

The club’s annual youth recognition event is a “program that the Rotary Club of Albany has been doing for 

three decades,” said Barr. 

Each year, the Rotary Club seeks a youth from each of six agencies — St. Catherine’s Center for Children, Par-

sons Child and Family Center, the La Salle School, St. Anne Institute, Community Maternity Services, and Equinox 

— who has demonstrated strength or accomplishment, Barr said. 

“The whole part of this is…the foster-care youth. They’re not living at home. They’ve been taken out of the 

mainstream of life, and are dealing with significant obstacles,” Barr said. “They’re not forgotten by the commu-

nity. We want to make sure they’re affirmed by the community. We appreciate, and recognize them.” 

Why Foster Children? 

Barr said that children in foster care have “self-image issues they have to contend with, and separation issues. 

These children are indeed separated from family. They come into care at anytime of the year. 

The Rotary Club of Albany has recognized past students in care, like Kenny Decker, a LaSalle School alumnus 

who was honored two years ago. Decker’s father died of cancer and his mother worked long hours. An incident 

with his mother’s boyfriend resulted in foster care for Decker. Staff at LaSalle recognized leadership skills in the 

young man, who was 18 when he was nominated for the award; he interceded between arguing students, and 

offered an ear to his peers. 

“It’s a good feeling,” Decker said then of being chosen for the Rotary award. 

A young mother, Amber Tomaso, was honored in 2012 for working hard to stay out of legal trouble and for 

dedicating herself to her studies after giving birth at age 14. Tomaso lived in a group home, but had plans to 

earn her education and begin a career to provide for her son. 

Selection 

Others like Tomaso are chosen each year — one per agency, Barr said. 

“They’re in the process now of going about making a selection of who the youth award recipients will be,” he 

said. “Each agency has its own process.” 

At one agency, he said, “Anybody that’s been nominated gets a pizza party.” Another agency told Barr that 

the staff and students look forward to the Rotary award luncheon all year. 

Bill Gettman, the executive director of St. Catherine’s Center for Children, said that the award gives students “a 

sense of accomplishment and improved self-esteem.” 

Youth in care receive “so much negative feedback,” and much of it is from adults, he said. 

“Their ability to rebuild themselves and to be resilient has just been beaten down. This says to kids, ‘You’re spe-

cial.’ A group of adults are saying it,” Gettman said. “It is very important for our kids.” 

His agency serves children ages 6 through 13, he said, and employees begin thinking about the next award 

Rotary Club Honors Outstanding Youth In Foster Care—Jo E. Prout 
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winner once the awards luncheon ends. 

“What we look for over the course of the year is substantial growth, steady progress, emotional maturity, and 

giving back,” Gettman said. 

Two or three children often meet the agency’s own award criteria, he said, but only one can be chosen. 

“It’s usually pretty hard,” he said. “They’ve grown, they’ve learned, they’ve matured.”  One young award win-

ner, who was 10 at the time, asked him, “Am I going to get dressed up?” Gettman said.  “Oh, Joe, we’re going 

to get you a suit,” Gettman recalled telling the boy. “He was really proud. He was so proud.” 

The luncheon that year was held on the 13th floor of the Taste restaurant building, with Albany’s mayor and 
United States Congressman Paul Tonko.  “It’s huge,” Gettman said of the Rotary award. “Our little guy, he was 

10 last year. It’s a big deal. It’s a big deal. 

“All the agencies do appreciate it,” he continued. “It allows agencies to say to people, ‘These kids are great. 

They can succeed. They are like any other child. They need help and support, and the Rotarians are a form of 

that support.” 

Networking 

“We really support and acknowledge the child-care agencies that are working with children,” Barr said.  

Each recipient may invite six guests to the event, Barr said. The young people bring their families, friends, and 

agency employees who mean a lot to them, he said. 

At this year’s luncheon Albany County Sheriff Craig Apple the guest speaker, as was Albany City Mayor Kathy 

Sheehan. The foster youth will receive a proclamation, and gifts from local businesses, Barr said. 

The Rotary Club is composed of members from local businesses, he explained. Members also pass their business 

cards to the older award recipients, who may be entering the workforce soon. 

“The whole world of connections starts emerging for them,” Barr said. 

“Our whole mission is affirmation for them,” he said. “We recognize them. We haven’t forgotten them.” 

 

 

Grant Update 

“One of the secrets of life is to make stepping stones out of stumbling blocks”—Jack Penn 

It all started a year ago, or maybe even a little more than a year ago.  A challenge was made and the challenge was 

accepted.  A donation of $5,000 given with a challenge for our Rotary Club to raise another $5,000.  Add to that a 

grant from Rotary International making the total somewhere around $45,000.  This money would then help the schools in 

Zihuatanejo, Mexico.  Sounds simple, well, except for the hurdles and stumbling blocks along the way. 

Over the past year the Grant Committee made many stepping stones out of those stumbling blocks.  The final stepping 

stone arrived the other day in the form of an email from Rotary International.  The Grant Had Been Approved! 
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A perfect winter Octoberfest cuisine awaits you 

Your ticket of admission is to bring 

your friends, your neighbors, your family,  

and prospective new members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If, in the event, of inclement weather Octoberfest will be 

moved to the Shenandoah School 

 

 



Paul Wibbenmeyer 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P. O. Box 56 

Plymouth, CA 95669 

Breakfast Meetings  

Tuesday  ~  7:15a.m. 

Far Horizons 49er RV Resort 

18265 Highway 49 

Plymouth, CA 

Plymo uth  Foot h i l l s  Rotar y  

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,  

AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM. 

ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD 

 

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS 

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA 

We’re on the web 

www.pfrotory.org 

Birthdays 

September 

 Donna Brune 2 

 Anne Mock 8 

 Ronn Lubenko 12 

 Bill Scanlon 21 

 Susie Clark 14 

 Ralph Clark 23 

 Steve Swason 27 

 Karen Jackson-Hays 27 

Anniversaries 

September 

 Jim & Susie Gullett 5 

 Chuck & Karen Hays 7 

 Marilyn Hoopes & Todd Pickens 13 

 Catherine & Bill Scanlon 19 

   

 

 

Things We’ve Done 

Chew Kee Tour 
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http://www.pfrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-Foothills-Rotary/119652204713070
http://pfrotary.org/

