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Presidents Message 

July 2015 

 
 
Greetings everyone…. I hope you had fun at the Oktoberfest mixer evening meet-
ing. It was great to meet some fellow Rotarians from the Ione club as well as  
Dr. Murray, the Jr. High School principle with the future leaders he selected to  
attend this year’s Eighth Grade Leadership Camp (REGL). Our guests got to  
experience firsthand what we mean when we talk about Rotary fellowship.  Special 
thanks to Jeanne for hosting such a large event and to Tom K and all those that 
helped with the great food . By the way...besides fun, food and fellowship we have 
four more prospective members! 
 Until recently, I’ve been fairly successful juggling work commitments and  
business trips around Rotary activities but it appears my luck has run out. This is why I 
asked Austin to fill in for me at the last October meeting with Todd Pickens and I’ve 
asked Susie to lead the first November meeting when Vic Slaughter, our District  
Administrator for The Rotary Foundation, will speak. I hate to miss both meetings  
because I want to be prepared to help with the eye clinic in Zihuatanejo and one 
should never miss an opportunity to have an expert answer questions about The  
Rotary Foundation programs, options for making contributions, Paul Harris awards 
etc, etc. 
 So you probably guessed, or remember from previous years, that the Rotary 
International focus for November is Foundation Giving. We talk about structure of 
the Rotary Foundation often but I’m sure you either have questions yourselves or get 
asked questions by new members. The meeting with our District Rep is your chance to 
get it all figured out. Basically, the foundation is a non-profit corporation supported 
solely by voluntary contributions from Rotarians. But, there are several different 
funds and it can be confusing how and where to make your contributions. Foundation 
grants supply the funds for community improvement projects on every level; local, 
national and global, so make every effort to attend Susie’s Foundation meeting or 
take some time this month to understand the significance of your contributions  
whether they be to EREY, Polio Fund , Annual Fund or others. 

 News flash… my November 2nd trip just got canceled… so I’ll see you soon… 

 

 Paul 



 

 

Zihuatanejo is located on a well-protected bay approximately 150 northwest of Acapulco.  Zihuatanejo spent most of its 

history until recently as a sleepy fishing village.  The federal government’s decision to develop the nearby resort of Ixtapa in 

the 1970s has had major implications for both the city and municipality of Zihuatanejo.  The area is now the third most-visited 

area in Mexico, after Cancun and Puerto Vallarta, and the most popular for sports fishermen.  Zihuatanejo’s population jumped 

from 6,887 to 37,327 by the early 1990s.  As of 2014 the population increased to 69,900. 

The fishing town and resorts spread out around the Bay of Zihuatanejo.  The heart of Zihuatanejo is the waterfront walkway 

Paseo del Pescador (Fisherman’s Path), also called the malecon.  The tree-lined pedestrian walkway goes along the municipal 

beach, which is lined with restaurants and shops.  The pathway then meanders along the shoreline to La Ropa where a number 

of hotels and restaurants are located.  Hotel Irma, which is where we have reservations for our stay, is located at about the 

midpoint between the municipal beach and La Ropa.  It is within walking distance of the Red Cross, which is where one of the 

eye clinics will take place.  We’ve been told that all our rooms will have a view of Zihuatanejo Bay. 

A total of 20 people will be going to Zihuatanejo, 10 from the Lions Club and 10 from the Rotary Club.  The Lions will provide 

7 doctors (one of which is a Rotarian from San Diego) along with 3 technicians.  Rotary will provide 10 technicians.  The techni-

cians assist the doctors, from using an Oscilloscope to dispensing eyeglasses.  These 20 people will split into two teams, one 

team will remain at the Red Cross while the other team goes to La Joya School.  Last year due to logistics 280 children could 

not be seen by the doctors, which meant another year of poor vision for these children.  And another year of not being able to 

do their school work because of poor eyesight.  The Lions Club does not usually return to an area two years in a row.  They felt 

this was extenuating circumstances and voted to return this year specifically for those 280 children.  This will be the last eye 

clinic in Zihuatanejo by the Lions Club, with that said, they may return in 10 years or more. 

In addition to the eye clinic Por Los Niños and Por Los Niños U.S., since 2003 has hosted the Annual Zihua Sail Fest, which raises 

funds for the education of disadvantaged children in Zihuatanejo.  The five-day event takes place the week following the eye 

clinic with more than 100 boats, some from as far away as Alaska coming into the bay.  Events include cocktail parties,  

concerts, auctions and sailboat races & parades, along with a chili cook off and street fair.  In 2009, the event raised 

$640,000 pesos (almost $39,000 U.S.).  A matching grant of $20,000 U.S. was donated that same year from a Rotary Club.  

This year Plymouth-Foothills Rotary Club will be donating money to the schools of Zihuatanejo to help with air conditioning for 

the computer room, ESL classes for the teachers, kitchens, lighting, and much more. 

At Sail Fest this year volunteers from our Rotary Club are in charge of logistics for the sailboat race and sail parade.  This 

simply means getting the land lubbers to and from the sailboats during the sail race (Friday, February 12th) and the sail  

parade (Saturday, February 13th). 

Those from our Club who will be attending the Zihua Eye Clinic and Sail Fest will be:  Catherine & Bill Scanlon, Paul & Jamie 

Wibbenmeyer, Dianne Walton, Mary Ann McCamant, Troy Bowers, Marilyn Hoopes, and Carl & Marilyn McDanel.   

We will depart Sacramento Airport Thursday, February 4th with a quick plane change in Los Angeles then onto Zihuatanejo 

that same afternoon.  We will be met by the Zihuatanejo Rotary Club members who will then take us to the Red Cross or school 

to set up the clinics.  From there we’ll go to the hotel for the evening, a much deserved time for R&R, especially since the day 

will start at 0Dark30 and won’t end until late evening.  The next two days during the clinic will be very busy but very reward-

ing.  The day usually starts at 8:00AM when the doors open, on Friday people will have been standing in line for at least 2 

hours.  Last year on Saturday morning the lines started forming at 3:00AM.   
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Rotary Foundation 

As many of you know, November is Rotary Foundation Month.  The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable 

Rotary members to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health, the 

support of education, and the alleviation of poverty.  The Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation supported 

solely by voluntary contributions from Rotary members and friends of the Foundation who share its vision of a 

better world.  This support is essential to make possible projects, funded with Foundation grants, that bring sustainable improvement 

to communities in need. 

Some of those project are:   

PolioPlus grants that support global eradication efforts in polio-endemic countries and those that have imported the disease or are 

at high risk for it.  Activities include conduction National Immunization Days and monitoring poliovirus transmissions.  PolioPlus grants 

are funded from the general PolioPlus Fund and District Designated Fund Contributions. 

Rotary Peace Fellowships enable individuals to pursue a graduate degree in international relations, peace, conflict resolutions, and 

related subjects, or a professional development certificate in peace and conflict studies at one of the six Rotary Peace Centers. 

 Fellowships cover transportation, tuition, qualified internships, room and boards, and other limited expenses for the duration 

of the program.  Fellowships are supported through a pool of funds contributed by districts from their District Designated Fund, 

through term gifts, Rotary’s Endowment Fund, and the World Fund. 

Grants:  Rotary Foundations grants support Rotarians’ efforts to change lives and serve communities. 

District Grants are block grants that enable clubs and districts to address immediate needs in their communities and abroad.  

Districts may request up to 50% of their District Designated Fund for one grant annually.  Districts manage and disburse 

these funds to support district and club sponsored activities, including vocational training teams, scholarships, humanitarian 

service projects, and cultural exchanges, provided they are aligned with the Foundation’s mission. 

Global Grants offer clubs and districts opportunities to participate in strategically focused, high-impact activities.  These 

grants fund large-scale international humanitarian projects, vocations training teams, and scholarships that have sustainable, 

measurable outcomes in one or more of Rotary’s areas of focus.  Activities may be carried out individually or in combination.  

For example, one grant may support a vocational training team and a related humanitarian project. 

Rotary Alumni:  The Rotary Foundation has a proud history of funding more than 125,000 people to participate in its programs for 

various scholarships and vocational exchanges.  Rotary has now expanded its view of alumni to include participants of New Genera-

tions programs, including Rotaract, Interact, Youth Exchange and RYLA. 

Foundation Funding:  Annual Fund-SHARE is the primary source of funding for the broad range of local and international Rotary 

Foundation activities. 

Every Rotarian, Every Year is the fundraising initiative to encourage support for the Foundation’s Annual Fund.  Every Rotarian, Every 

Year aims to engage every Rotary club member by: 

 Encouraging every Rotarian to contribute to the Annual Fund every year 

 Encouraging every Rotarian to participate in a Foundation grant or program every year. 

Through the SHARE system, contributions to The Rotary Foundation are transformed into grants that change lives. 

At the end of every Rotary year, contributions to the Annual Fund-SHARE from all Rotary clubs in a district are directed into two 

funds: 

 50% is credited to the World Fund 

 50% is credited to the District Designated Fund 

Endowment Fund ensures the long-term viability of the Foundation’s grants and programs.  Spendable earnings from this endowed 

fund also enable the Foundation to expand existing activities and occasionally underwrite new ones. 
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 Contributions are invested in perpetuity.  A percentage of the total value of the fund is directed annually to 

Foundation grants and programs. 

 Types of Contributions: 

 Outright gifts or cash, investments, or other property 

 Life income gifts (e.g., charitable remainder trusts, charitable gift annuities, pooled-income funds) 

 Testamentary gifts through wills or estate plans 

 Beneficiary of life insurance, retirement plan accounts, or other financial accounts 

Recognition:  The Rotary Foundation shows its appreciation to individuals and clubs for personal contributions supporting its humani-

tarian and education activities. 

 Sustaining Member:  Contributions of $100 or more each year to the Annual Fund 

 Paul Harris Fellow:  Contributions of $1,000 or more cumulatively to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or an approved Founda-

tion grant 

 Certificate of Appreciation:  Occasionally, a donor contributes $1,000 and wishes to recognize a business or organiza-

tion.  In these instances, a Certificate of Appreciation is given instead of Paul Harris Fellow recognition, which is only for 

individuals. 

 Multiple Paul Harris Fellow:  Recognition is given at subsequent $1,000 levels.  Recognition consists of a pin set with 

stones corresponding to the recognition amount 

 1 Sapphire - $2,000 to $2,999.99 

 2 Sapphires - $3,000 to $3,999.99 

 3 Sapphires - $4,000 to $4,999.99 

 4 Sapphires - $5,000 to $5,999.99 

 5 Sapphires - $6,000 to $6,999.99 

 1 Ruby - $7,000 to $7,999.99 

 2 Rubies - $8,000 to $8,999.99 

 3 Rubies - $9,000 to $9,999.99 

 Paul Harris Society recognizes Rotarians and friends of The Rotary Foundation who personally contribute $1,000 or 

more to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or an approved Foundation grant each year.   

 Major Donor:  The Rotary Foundation recognizes individuals or couples whose combined giving has reach $10,000, re-

gardless of the gift designation.  This recognition level can be achieved only through personal contributions and not 

through recognition points. 

 Arch Klumph Society:  Donors who contribute $250,000 or more become members of the Arch Klumph Society.  Portraits, 

biographies, and, in some cases, video clips are housed in the society’s interactive galleries.  Members also receive lapel 

pins and pendants, signed certificates, and invitations to the society’s exclusive events, held worldwide. 

 Benefactor is an individual who informs The Rotary Foundation in  writing that he or she has provided for the Foundation 

in his or her estate plan, or who makes an outright gift of $1,000 or more to the Endowment Fund.  Benefactors receive 

a certificate and insignia to be worn with a Rotary or Paul Harris Fellow pine. 

 Bequest Society:  The Rotary Foundation recognizes couples or individuals who have made commitments in their estate 

plans totaling $10,000 or more.  Donors may elect to receive an engraved crystal recognition piece and wearable 

recognition commemorating the commitment at each level 
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Paul Wibbenmeyer 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P. O. Box 56 

Plymouth, CA 95669 

Breakfast Meetings  

Tuesday  ~  7:15a.m. 

Far Horizons 49er RV Resort 

18265 Highway 49 

Plymouth, CA 

Plymo uth  Foot h i l l s  Rotar y  

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,  

AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM. 

ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD 

 

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS 

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA 

We’re on the web 

www.pfrotory.org 

Birthdays 

November 

 Ken Custodio 2 

 Ken Curry 8 

 Austin Ford 23 

Anniversaries 

November 

Apparently November was also too cold for 

weddings because no one in our Club has an 

anniversary this month 

 

 

 

 

Oktoberfest 2016 

November 

 3 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Vic Slaughter 

    Rotary Foundation 

 

 10 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Mike Mahoney    

    Making A Living As A Craftsman 

 17 6:00p.m. Evening Meeting 

    Paul & Jamie Wibbenmeyer 

     

 24 7:15 a.m. Amador County Fairgrounds 

    Thanksgiving Baskets 

 26  Thanksgiving Day   

Calendar 

December 

 1 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Joe Lizarrago,  Warden   

    Mule Creek State Prison 

 8 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Richard Forester 

    Area Membership Committee 

 15 6:00p.m. Evening Meeting 

    Imperial Hotel 

    Christmas Party    

 22  No Meeting 

 25  Christmas Day 

 29  No Meeting 

 31  New Year’s Eve 

Calendar 

http://www.pfrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-Foothills-Rotary/119652204713070
http://pfrotary.org/

