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I think the Ford Family could have done with 1-2 fewer days of Thanksgiving and
two birthday celebrations last week. There’s no question but that having the family
together is the most rewarding experience in our lives but…gotta be a little honest,
too much togetherness can also be tiring, sometimes too loud and, this year, harder
to avoid politically-biased projections for the next four years. Helen likes to say
that: “It’s wonderful to see them arrive but it’s not all bad seeing them leave.” The
real bottom line: They want to spend time with the two of us at Ford Ranch. Yay!
Helen and I missed yet another opportunity to attend a Rotary meeting in a foreign
country; this time, Jamaica two weeks ago. After some Rotary-cordial emails with the
DG, Thursday was the best option, but, once again, the regular meeting was canceled in favor of a social activity; I put my exchange banner back in the suitcase.
Regardless, the possibility kept Rotary thoughts cycling in my otherwise insular head.
There’s this warm feeling I get about meeting strangers who subscribe to the same
ethical code. The get-acquainted chit chat is unnecessary. There is, instead, a perestablished relationship of trust. Very cool.
Now on with our work for this year.
Super-Secretary, Dan Slater, has nearly filled the schedule for next month’s
“Christmas To Remember” fund raising at Pokerville Market . This is a County effort
that provides needy children with warm Winter clothing. I heard one story about a
young boy who came to school with newspapers in his shoes so that he would fit into
his brother’s hand-me-downs. How could you not help with that project. Go Dan!

May You All Have
A Very Safe
And happy
Holiday

Merry Christmas
One and all

We kicked off the Plymouth Veterans Park project this morning. Together with Jeff
Gardner, Plymouth City Manager, we nailed down the scope and costs for Phase I:
entry way with rail fencing, path ways, shrubs, signage, etc. Carl has the electrician
ready to start the flagpole lights. Anne Filer is finalizing the design for entry-way
signs and a large highway sign that will face Hwy 49. Cathy Landgraf, Landscape
Architect and Implementer, having put many hours into designs thus far, is commissioned to develop a comprehensive design for the entire park. Then there are trees
to take down, etc, etc. Stand by and keep the shovels ready; I think everyone gets
to volunteer at some point.
Have a great December, Christmas and New Years. See you at the big Christmas
party December 13th at the Plymouth Hotel. Rotaract young adults will join. Bring a
guest. And, please don’t forget to bring a new toy
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Calendar
December 2016
6

7:15a.m.

13

6:00p.m.

20
27

January 2016
49er RV Park
Speaker: David A. Scharlach
Lost Spirits of the Shenandoah Valley
Plymouth Hotel
Christmas Party & Evening Mixer
Directions
No Meeting
Merry Christmas
No Meeting
Happy New Year

3
9
16
22
29

7:15a.m.
7:15a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:15a.m.
6:00p.m.

49er RV Park
49er RV Park
Evening Mixer
49er RV Park
Open House Mixer

Artic Golf Tournament—Brrrrr, Baby Its Cold Outside
In February no less, the Arctic Open Charity Golf Tournament is held in Waverly Beach, Wisconsin. For those of you who have not
heard of Waverly Beach its located in Menasha, Wisconsin and sits on 500 feet of Lake Winnebago.
Menasha is a city in Calumet and Winnebago counties in Wisconsin with a population of 17,353. The name Menasha comes from the
Winnebago word meaning “thorn” or “island”. The total square miles of the town is 7.52 miles of which, 6 square miles is land and
1.49 square miles is water. So this gives you kind of idea of the water hole for this golf tournament, though frozen in February.
The temperatures in February range from a high of 10 degrees Fahrenheit to 37 degrees Fahrenheit. Snow can be several feet deep
and lake frozen. The lake is also the home of ice fishing in the town. As of this writing the high temperature for the day is 36 degrees
Fahrenheit, nice balmy day in Menasha.
The golf tournament begins mid to late morning and ends mid to late
afternoon. Now, here’s the rules. This is a 9-hole tournament. Each
person is provided with two, yes two, tennis balls. Each player must
provide their own golf club. This golf club can be any implement of
one’s own choosing, including a tennis racket or golf club or hockey
stick or whatever. It just had to have the means to get the ball from
the tee to the green. This does not take into account one’s inability to
hit the tennis ball due to being so cold. Each person paid their entry
fee, which wasn’t all that much. They then proceeded onto the 9-hole
golf course. Somewhere along the way a warming tent was available to each golfer where they could stand beside the charcoal grill
for heat and have a bowl of piping hot chili.
The funds from the golf tournament helped support the Menasha Rotary Charities, a private school and the public school.
So, for those avid golfers would you like to join this tournament ???? Could prove interesting.
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Christmas To Remember
As this year comes to an end we would like to remind you of Christmas To Remember, so mark your calendar and come join us

Ring-a-ling-a-ling, sleigh bells are ringing (or at least somewhere they are, maybe in Vermont I just don’t know),
chestnuts are roasting on an open fire (possibly in New York on 5th Avenue). Here in Plymouth Rotarians from our
club will quietly sit in front of Pokerville Market on December 7 and 8 gathering funds for A Christmas To Remember.
With the hustle and bustle of shopping for all those wonderful gifts that we exchange with our family and friends,
believe it or not, here in Amador and Calaveras Counties there are some who aren’t afforded the luxury of those
wonderful gifts. There are children that may not receive anything under the tree from Santa. Which is where A
Christmas To Remember comes into play. December 7 and 8 our Club sets up a table outside Pokerville Market, in
whatever weather comes those two days, during this time cash donations are gathered. Here’s the best part folks,
those efforts appear at K-Mart a few days later when kids from Amador and Calaveras are taken on a shopping
trip. If they are old enough they get to go shopping without their parents in tow, with that said, they do have an
adult to supervise during this shopping trip, just not mommy or daddy. The child gets to choose a complete ensemble
of new clothing, from socks and underwear to jackets and gloves. For those who are too young mommy or daddy do
get to go along with them during the shopping trip. For some of these kids it’s the first new clothing they may have
ever received. Its heart rendering to know that these two days can make for a wonderful Christmas for these kids.
Supervisors are needed to help these kids during their shopping trip. This is one shopping trip that can bring tears to
one’s eyes and it will always be remembered by both the adult supervisor and the child. If you feel you would like to
join the team of supervisors please step forward.
If you haven’t signed up please contact Dan Slater 296-0918, he’d love to hear from you and to get all those hourly
slots filled.

Birthdays— December
Chuck Hayes
Nancy Mees
Bob Clevenger
Rory Sheridan
Megan Macy (Mahon)
Joe Mock
Dan Slater

Anniversaries— December
5
9
12
18
20
24
31

Susie & Ralph Clark
Mary Ann & Jim McCamant
Tom & Pam Krumbholz

10
31
31
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Interact Activities
Shenandoah Valley Interact

Beginning to fill each basket

Cheyanne Flygare was the chair for the Thanksgiving Baskets
project.
They
filled
two
baskets
with
everything
needed

for the dinner and some extra goodies.
Baskets filled and ready for delivery

Amador Interact
Amador Interact being a more established Club
has more members and therefore could put
together 12 Thanksgiving baskets for the
Interfaith Food Bank Thanksgiving Food Drive.
For the second year Amanda Garcia was the
chair for this service project. They donated 264 pounds of
food valued at over $400.

Shenandoah Valley Interact—Celebrating Day of the Dead November 1st

Ro t a r y Cl ub o f Pl y m o ut h Fo o t hi l l s

Thanksgiving Baskets

P. O. Box 56
Plymouth, CA 95669
Breakfast Meetings
Tuesday ~ 7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Resort
18265 Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

Austin Ford Jr.
President

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,
AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM.
ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS
CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org

Thanksgiving Baskets
Everyone gathered in the Spur Building at the Fairgrounds where Susie had a wonderful breakfast of muffins,
fresh fruit, coffee & juice.
When all through the Spur Building not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. The Rotarians were nestled
in the kitchen eating their muffins and fruit, while visions of sunshine danced in their heads. When out on the
lawn there arose such a clatter, the Rotarians sprang from their coffee cups to see what was the matter. Away
to the door they flew like a flash, tore open the door and threw it all the way back. There came car load after
car load of groceries for the Thanksgiving Baskets. Into the Spur Building it came, from butter to the turkey and
beyond. With the wink of an eye and a twist of the wrist they all knew they had nothing to dread. Suddenly
the Rotarians sprang into action filling boxes that had been placed on the tables with care, in hopes that the
turkeys would soon be there. They were laughing and chatting as they went straight to work filling the boxes.
It was over in a flash rather than dash away they stayed to chat awhile longer. When all was said and done
they exclaimed as they drove away

