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Calendar
February 2017 March 2017
7 T:15a.m.  49er RV Park 7 7:15a.m.  49er RV Park
Speaker: Catherine Scanlon Speaker: TDB
Topic: About Me Topic: TBD
14  7:15a.m.  49er RV Park 14 7:15a.m.  49er RV Park
Speaker: Jeff Gardner Speaker: TDB
Topic: City of Plymouth Update Topic: TBD
21  6:00p.m. Evening Mixer 21  6:00p.m. Evening Mixer
Place: TBD Area 7 Speech Contest
Location: Somewhere in Amador Coordinator: Jamie Lubenko
28  7:15a.m.  49er RV Park Youth: Elizabeth Swason
Speaker: Roman Moniak 28  7:15a.m.  49er RV Park
Topic: Gold Country Wineries Speaker: TDB
VIP Card Topic: TBD

Zihuatanejai Grant At Work

In February 2016 a good sized group of both Rotarians and Lions C&ighinmembers flew down to Zihuatanejo for
two purposes. Plymotfoothills Rotary Club teamed up with LioSsght to do a second eye clinic. As it turned out two
clinics were held, one in ElI Coacoyul school which was a clinic for the children of that area. The second team was a
held at the Red Cross in Zihuatanejo. Lie8gght provided the doctors and equipment while our club provided the
technicians. But this article is not about the eye clinics, its about the grant that-Pbgtiolishprovided. The grant,
which totaled about $45,000, took a room at Centenario School turning it from a storage room mto a computer lab.
make the room a more usable room air conditioning added, several 6 foot table& iz :
purchased and are used as computer desks, upgraded lighting and other detak
upgraded or added to that room transforming it into a computer lab.

Through the many grants, volunteer labor, donations of materials, etc. Centena -
has evolved from ram shackled makeshift buildings made of driftwood, ca
tarpaper and whatever the parents couId get their hands to house the children.

Zihuatanejo Carl and Manlyn McDanel visited the school prior to any work being one,q,x ® - AEAOGEEAED " OF
on these particular classrooms. The photos below were taken through the windewgor 001 PAO AAOGEODT |

: T _—— there is glare from the
windows, the rooms were filled and stacked to the point that
_ it was unsafe for us to enter.

& Soon after Zihuatanejo Rotary started receiving our grant
money they began work on the classrooms transforming them
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/17900+Holly+Rd,+Fiddletown,+CA+95629/@38.4941631,-120.6930182,275m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x809a6f6ba8a2d809:0x336a86a5ebe919f7!8m2!3d38.4949099!4d-120.6921262
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Computer Lab

from the menageries and haphazardly tossed unwanted paraphernalia, to a very usable computer lab. The work took
number of months to complete, as progress was made and work was completed excitement rose. Then came the
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chairs, computers and finally the kids. This was all for the kids of Centenario School
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But the grant di dn?ot,ityentsastepottwodurtteehe @a&chets sveratnyingdo learo Bnglis |

on their own from a book. No tapes, no audio, just books! Have you ever tried to learn a foreign language from
book? Not an easy task to say the least. They were doing the best they could to learn on their own, then try to teach
kids Englishl t j ust W&he grént went onrtokigach ghese teachers English in a classroom setting with an
instructor who is fluent in both Spanish and English. In Zihuatanejo the main industry is tourism with most ef those
being English speaking Americans or Canadians, therefore, English is a necessity. This grant goes still anothe
forward, in teaching the teacher who will then teach the children who will then teach their siblings. And, in some ¢
children teaching their parents English in the process.

Approximately 20% of the primary schools in Mexico do not offer all six primary grades, of those schools there wou
only be one teacher for all grades offered. A good number of those children never completed those six primary grade
As of 2014 of the children that attend high school only 27% graduate from high school. Nationally the illiteracy rate
8.4%, however, among indigenous children the illiteracy rate rises substantially to 44%. Guerrero, which is the s
Zihuatanejo is located in and is one of the poorest states, has literacy levels below 75%. With this grant the childrer
Zihuatanejo can now go to schools that have a teacher for each of the six primary grades. They can learn computer ¢
in their primary school years. They can learn English and speak it properly. A good number of these childrer
Zihuatanejo have gone on to high school, with others furthering their education and going on to college.

Birthdaydi rebruary Anniversariesi February

David Logan 4 David & Diane Logan 5
Jeanne Deaver 9 Elizabeth & Steve Swason 8




