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Presidents Message
Again, I can’t believe how fast this July 1–June 30 year is going by, yet so much more to
be done.
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Veterans Park Project
The Veterans Park project is starting to come together - now for some sunshine and
warmer temperatures so we work outdoors! Dave Logan, as always, is our sign guy. All
three signs have been crafted, posts and rock picked out and one volunteer day of work
to be done. Will Pritchard and Austin pulled much of the ugly stuff and have prepared
the area for earth, shrubs, fencing and new signs. Carl McDanel is working with the
electrical contractor to get the new flagpole lights in place – this week? We will get ‘er
done, make payments and submit all receipts to the District on time. Can’t wait.
President Elect
Speaking for Carl, he’s planning for the President Elect Training Symposium (PETS) this
weekend in San Jose. This was the big Ah Hah moment for your past two Presidents.
Dramatic stories and pictorials of all the good Rotary does in the world; remarkable
speeches by Rotary Leaders from all over North America, all upbeat professionals
everywhere you turn. Have a good one, Carl.
District Governor Meeting
Speaking of new Club Presidents, your current President reported to the other Amador
County Presidents, Presidents Elect, and District Leaders 10 days ago. It’s common
knowledge that I don’t need an ego boost but what a pleasure to update the group on
our achievements this year. They let out a collective ‘gasp’ (OK, maybe they looked up
for a minute) upon hearing of our membership uptick. That’s in the face of declining
membership locally and at the National Level. By the way, we have six new outstanding
members!! Many thanks to Tom Patten and the Sponsors for a terrific job.

Words of wisdom
Forgiveness is the
spirit of forgiving
others and letting
their mistakes go

Ilene prat

March
10th Anniversary Charter Night Dinner. Imperial Hotel, 6:00 PM, Tues, March 14th. We
expect many of the original members to attend AND our new Members will be inducted
with help from the District Governor and Assistant District Governor. $30 each. Meal
choices to be offered shortly.
County-wide High School Speech Contest, March 21st, 6:00 PM. Many thanks
in advance to Dave and Nancy Helwig for offering the Helwig Winery Conference Room
for the event. Jamie Lubenko is pulling together a memorable event with meals for participants and parents and, of course, cash prizes. This is an excellent opportunity to see
firsthand some of the finest young people in Amador County.
Thank you, all of you, for all that you Rotarians do.
Austin

March 2017

Page 2

Calendar
March 2017
7
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28

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.
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49er RV Park
Speaker: TDB
Topic: TBD
Imperial Hotel
Charter Dinner
John Sullivan, District Governor
Roberta Pickett, Assistant District Governor
Area 7 Speech Contest
Helwig Winery
Dinner
Speech Contest
49er RV Park
Speaker: TDB
Topic: TBD

Projects In Process—Plymouth
Community Garden
Jeanne Deaver reported that the Community Garden in Plymouth has been ready for planting. The City of Plymouth, when they send out the water bills, will be including a notice about the Garden and an “application” for use
of garden space. To beautify the garden Jeanne has planted many bulbs, which should be breaking ground if
they haven’t already.

Veterans Park
Work has begun on Veterans Park. For those of you who are still unfamiliar with its location, the pie shaped
piece of property between Highway 49 and Empire Street is Veterans Park.
On a sunny but cold day Austin Ford, Carl McDanel and Brian Oneto began cutting down several trees that
surrounded the flagpole. The trees had grown to a height that now obstructed view of the flag and
flagpole, these trees were not maintained and were the type that their appearance would always be scraggly.
By the end of the day there were two piles, one debris the other firewood. Recently the City of Plymouth
removed both piles. There are several more trees in need of removal, volunteers will be needed in the near
future. Others who have helped have been Will Pritchard, Dave Logan and if I’ve missed someone, I do
apologize. Your help is greatly appreciated.
Short Circuit Electrical has been working on repairing and replacing wiring for proper night lighting of the flag.
They are also upgrading the covers on the lights to include a strong mesh cover in hopes of preventing breakage
of the lights. In the background Anne Filer has been working with Merzlak to create signage for the park.

Reading Program
The reading program could use a few more volunteers. Please talk with Lynn Clevenger for more details and to
sign up
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Events
Charter Dinner—March 14th ~ 6:00p.m.
We, Rotary Club of Plymouth-Foothills, are 10 years old. The charter event is a time to celebrate, invitations
have gone out to those Charter members, who for whatever reason, have dropped their membership. Without
them this Club would not exist. Without them this Club would not be helping the community. Those that are
unable to attend the Charter Dinner, we thank you for your forward thinking in helping to start this Club. To those
Charter Members who attend, I believe, there’s something special being planned for you. Our District Governor,
John Sullivan and Assistant District Governor, Roberta Pickett will be on hand. In addition, six new members will
be inducted, for them this is a symbolic beginning to a membership of service as a Rotarian. Mark your calendar
and plan to attend March 14th at 6:00p.m. at the Imperial Hotel in Amador City. To confirm your reservation
please contact Mary Ann McCamant.

Area 7 Speech Contest—March 21st ~ 6:00p.m.
Helwig Winery has graciously donated their conference center for the speech contest which will be held March
21st. Jamie Lubenko has been working tirelessly arranging for a caterer for the dinner which will begin at
6:00p.m. with the contest starting promptly at 7:00p.m. The dinner cost will be $18.00 per person, please RSVP
Jamie for your dinner reservation. The winner of the speech contest will go on to speak at the District Conference.
Jamie has asked those who are coming just for the speech contest to arrive at 6:45p.m.

Flea Market & Country Breakfast—May 6th
The Country Breakfast will be held inside City Hall, Dave Logan are you up to the push cart again this year???
Marilyn McDanel will be in charge of the kitchen crew, a sign up sheet will be going around for staffing the
kitchen during the breakfast. The hours of the breakfast are 8:00a.m.—noonish for the general public, prior to
opening vendors will be served from 6:00a.m.
Lynn Clevenger is in charge of the Flea Market, she could use a lot of help!!!! Anyone wishing to volunteer to help
mark vendor booths, direct traffic flow, man the Rotary Booth, etc. please contact Lynn. The hours of the Flea
Market are 8:00a.m. to 3:00p.m. with some set up on May 5th.

Birthdays— March
Jennifer Pritchard
Bob Mees
Deirdre Mueller
Gordon Binz
Will Pritchard
PJ Karnaze

Anniversaries— March
2
3
7
9
16
20

Thom & Leanne Maestretti
Paul & Jamie Wibbenmeyer

8
8
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Rotary Club of Whangarei City—New Zealand
Having problems like most Rotary Clubs in getting and keeping members, the Rotary Club of
Whangarie wanted to change the direction of their club. This was a small group of forward thinking people who saw an opportunity to try something different after observing that the traditional
style of Rotary meetings seemed to be deterring potential new and younger members. The main reason,
they found, was that Rotary was unaffordable; the membership fees, a direct result of a weekly meeting
including a meal, and the weekly commitment to meetings which the time factor did not suit or attract people
with young families.
Following some research and holding a series of public meetings within the groups’ business network, they came
up with the concept of fewer meetings, no meals and more focus on working on projects with the community that
appealed to potential members. As a result a new club was formed with twenty plus very active members,
both male and female, mixed age groups, enthusiastically working on community projects and social projects
AND having fun while doing these projects. The
Rotary Club of Whangarei City was chartered
in early 2010 and immediately began work.
One of the ongoing projects is “Winter Fires”.
Club members load many trailer loads of firewood and deliver them to clients usually during
the weekends. Although, occasionally deliveries
occur during the week. These deliveries are
done in all types of weather. This is a demand
and supply process which works successfully
until the supply depletes. In 2015 the Club had
successfully provided firewood for those in
need for three winters. Thus far they have a
pretty good stockpile of firewood and can
continue with this project.
This small Club, since 2010, has been raising funds for an oncology unit at the Whangarei Hospital. This clinic
would provide treatment, support and care for cancer patients and their families. The Club, along with other
community based organizations, raised $3M of the $5M needed to build the oncology unity. In 2014 the unit
officially opened.
Another project that the Club took on was “Knitting for Nepal”. A couple of the Club members decided they
wanted to hike in the Himalayan Mountains. In addition to their hiking they also wanted to take warm hand
knitted caps and scarves for local children who were in need. This project got every member, all twenty of
them, involved in some manner. Whether it was finding resources for yarn or the actual knitting of those caps

Ro t a r y Cl ub o f Pl y m o ut h Fo o t hi l l s
P. O. Box 56
Plymouth, CA 95669
Breakfast Meetings
Tuesday ~ 7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Resort
18265 Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

Austin Ford Jr.
President

and scarves, every member participated.
Bags and bags of yarn was donated, lots and lots of
hands began knitting those caps and scarves. Some of
those hands became family members or friends of the
Club members. One of the local schools even became
involved in the making of the caps and scarves. This
became a real community project and was eventually
dubbed “Knitting for Nepal”. The project expanded to
include sweaters, mittens and other items of hand knitted
clothing.
When the hikers headed out they had garments galore.

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,
AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM.
ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS
CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org

Hey Pinky, this is the Fiddletown Frog, I
saw the gavel go by here. But then it
came back down with someone else . I
heard there was going to be an auction
for it, do you know when that auction
will be held?

I also heard if he, Mr

President, pays a hefty ransom there
won’t be an auction. Do you think he,
Mr. President, will pay the ransom or let
the gavel be auctioned? Boy, if I had
that gavel just think of the things I
could do with it!

