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So much to talk about this month. Fresh in my mind is the very successful Rotary Speech Contest for
high schoolers. The Helwig Winery Conference Center was the ideal venue—and we filled it.
Big shout our to Dave and Nancy Helwig for the gesture—and for attending the event. Everyone
was pleased with the Speed’s Billy Bones dinner. Biggest shout out though to Jamie Lubenko for
her leadership and her memorable (I keep hearing about this) talk about Rotary and her family.
Finally, kudos to all the participants who made a genuine effort to speak to the topic of Rotary
Serving Humanity, and to the winner, Reese Gilmore, who will go on to the finals in Reno. Good
luck, Reese!
NEXT CLUB EVENT
Next up is the Flea Market and Country Breakfast on Saturday, May 6th. Lynn Clevenger and
Marilyn McDanel are hard at it to make this another success. Lynn has created new signs that are
going up, vendors are signing up and, very Rotary-like, lots of volunteers are being recruited and
assigned tasks. I look forward to personally taking your breakfast money on the 6th and
guarantee you will be sated.
GIVING GOAL—MORE IS NEEDED
Every Rotarian Every Year
With 3 months to go, we’re slightly shy of our “Giving” numbers: Contributions to the Rotary
Foundation and to Polio Plus. The “Every Rotarian Every Year” program ensures that money can
come back to our Club via District Grants. Looking for Susie Clarke to make all this happen. We
highly recommend the automatic monthly credit card payment—no extra effort and you track to
be recognized in a number of ways. See Suzie.
GLIMPSE INTO THE FUTURE

Words of wisdom

Excuses will always be
there for you
OppOrtunity wOn’t

Finally, the “Insider” column in this month’s “The Rotarian” magazine, gave us a glimpse of
incoming Australian Rotary International President, H. S. Riseley’s, focus. The President-Elect’s
major emphasis will be on protecting the environment, curbing global climate change, and gender
balance. I’m still thinking about that, but, given recent statements about guns and alcohol,
traditional Rotary principles seem to be embracing global social issues. Again, I’m still thinking
about that.

Austin
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Calendar
April 2017
4

7:15a.m.

11

7:15a.m.

18

6:00p.m.

25

7:15a.m.

May 2017
49er RV Park
PFR Women’s Tag Team Event
49er RV Park
Speaker: Cindy Sweigart
Topic: Rancho Victoria Vineyard
Evening Mixer
Location Karmere Winery
49er RV Park
Meghan O’Keefe
Amador Arts

2

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

6

8:00a..m.

9

7:15a.m.

Flea Market & Breakfast
Main Street
Plymouth
49er RV Park

16

7:15a.m.

49er RV Park

23

6:00p.m.

30

6:00p.m.

Evening Mixer
Location TBD
49er RV Park
Speaker: Phil Cordery, PDG Australia
Topic: Western Australia Projects

Projects & Events In Process—Plymouth
Veterans Park—Plymouth
The park is coming along quite nicely. Some of the trees have been cut down and removed. Lighting is
completed, signage has been made and now needs to be installed. Cleanup is in the process and is being made ready to
plant.

Flea Market & Country Breakfast—May 6
The Country Breakfast will be held inside City Hall, kitchen staffing sign up sheet is being passed around. The hours of the
breakfast are 8:00a.m.—noonish for the general public, prior to opening vendors will be served from 6:00a.m. Clean-up
crew positions have been filled. Need all other kitchen staffing volunteers
Contact Lynn Clevenger for the Flea Market, she could use a lot of help!!!! Anyone wishing to volunteer to help mark vendor
booths, direct traffic flow, man the Rotary Booth, etc. please contact Lynn. The hours of the Flea Market are 8:00a.m. to
3:00p.m. with some set up on May 5th.

Mother Lode Highland Games—June 10 & 11
Our Rotary Club is in charge of beverages and food this year. Paul Wibbenmeyer will be handling staffing of the
beverage booth. Jamie Wibbenmeyer will be in charge of the VIP lounge. They will be asking for assistance in these two
areas and will be passing along the sign-up sheets to staff the various positions.
Mother Lode Scots is in charge of entertainment, which includes piping & drumming competition, highland dance competition,
entertainers, Scottish Country Dance, along with other aspects that are of a Scottish/Celtic nature.
The entertainment band line-up this year will be Avalon Rising, Black Irish, Celtic Spring, and Tempest. Avalon Rising is based
out of Oakland, they are a Celtic rock band. While Celtic Spring is a family of 7 children plus Mom & Dad. Celtic Spring
was a finalist on America’s Got Talent. Celtic Spring is an Irish-American dance and fiddle band. The siblings combine
traditional Irish music with Cape Breton Step dancing. The children are now having children, at times the very young will
appear on stage with their parents and grandparents. They wee ones are called Celtic Offspring. The Black Irish (from
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Events
Sonora) and Tempest (from Alameda) performed at last year’s Games and will be performing again this year. These
performers all have quite a following.
To add icing on the cake the Scottish Heavy Athletics Association has chosen the Mother Lode Highland Games for the
California State Championships this year, the top athletes from the U.S. and Canada will be competing.
This year there will also be two ring ceremonies, with both couple renewing their wedding vows. One couple met seven
years ago at the Fair at “Loch Ness”, of course it wasn’t called Loch Ness during the fair. They will be
having their ceremony on Sunday, June 11th. The other couple has yet to decided which day but are leaning
towards Saturday.

Membership Dinner Meeting—May 30th
Plan to attend the May 30th membership meeting we will have a special guest speaker from Australia. Past District
Governor Phil Cordery will be visiting and will be our guest speaker for the evening. This is a wonderful opportunity to
expose prospective members to Rotary and to learn firsthand what other Rotary Clubs are doing in their countries.

Why Did I Join Rotary?
That can be a complex question, or it can be a simple question. If answered from the heart it can be a simple question. If
answered by means of “I think that’s what they want to hear” it can be a complex question.
Members of Rotary come from all walks of life, our club is a good example of that. We have bankers, engineers,
winemakers & vineyard owners, grape growers, upper management, retired police, dentists, educators, nursery owners,
graphic designers, hospitality industry owners, lawyers, judges, retired military, retired computer programmers/data/
systems design, candy makers, brewers, real estate agents, equipment sales, and more. The average Rotary club consists
of the most active citizens of any community.
Here are some of the answers to the question:
 Friendship: its one of the most basic human needs. It is one of two reasons why Rotary began in 1905.
 Fun: Rotary should be fun; the meetings, club projects, social activities and the service aspect.
 Entertainment: Every Rotary club and district has parties and activities that provide diversion in one’s business life.
Rotary holds conferences, conventions, assemblies, and institutes that provide entertainment in addition to Rotary
information, education and service.
 Family Programs: Rotary has one of the world’s largest youth exchange programs, high school and college clubs for

Birthdays— April
Marilyn Hoopes
Virginia Vasquez
Dale Turner
Mary Ann McCamant
Deanne Karnaze
Donna Custodio
Tom Krumbholz

Anniversaries— April
4
8
10
16
19
28
29

Scott Mahon & Megan May
Michael & Virginia Vasquez
Dan Slater & Florence Chilton
Joe & Anne Mock

10
11
12
23
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The Year 1916

he first Rotary club to be
organized outside an English
speaking country was established in Havana, Cuba
April 29, 1916 with 22 charter members. The club was
admitted to Rotary on June 1, 1916.
During 1923, the Rotary Club of Havana celebrated
its seventh anniversary, in what became a very busy
year. The club sponsored a carnival attended by more
than 1,500 children, won a prohibition against
bullfighting in Cuba, worked to get the city’s water
sanitized and properly purified, and obtained pavement repairs in certain areas.
By October 1957 there were 60 chartered Rotary clubs in Cuba. All clubs terminated by January 31, 1979. It was
Rotary International that shut down the Rotary Clubs in Cuba, not the government. The grounds used were that all
countries that restrict free speech and freedom of assembly could not have clubs. So, either Cuba must change or Rotary
International must change before Rotary Clubs will reappear in Cuba. The Rotary Club of Havana could have celebrated
its 100th anniversary on April 29th, 2016, if Rotary International had not revoked all Cuban club charters in 1979,
leaving no active Cuban Rotarians to celebrate.
Rotary in Cuba had such a strong presence that Havana was selected as the site of the 1940 Rotary International
Convention. It was in Havana that Rotary issued a desperate call for peace on the doorstep of World War II. Cuban
nationals served on three different occasions as President of Rotary International. As far as public record goes the Cuban
Government never had a problem with Rotary. Whereas, the government did have problems with other social and
services organizations such as the Odd Fellows and Red Cross.
Today, with the renewed U.S.-Cuban relations, Rotary has an opportunity to restart in Cuba.

Joining Rotary—continued from page 3






future Rotarians, opportunities for spouse involvement
Ethics: Rotarians practice a 4-Way Test that governs one’s ethical standards. Rotarians are expected to be ethical in
business and personal relationships
Development Opportunities: Business, personal, leadership, citizenship in the community, continuing education, public
speaking skills, vocational skills, ethics.
Assistance When Traveling: Because there are Rotary clubs almost everywhere, when traveling if in need of a
doctor, lawyer, hotel, dentist, advise, etc. assistance can be found through the local Rotary club.
Nice People: Rotarians around the world are nice people. They are important people who follow the policy of its
nice to be important but it is more important to be nice.
Opportunity To Serve: Rotary is a service club, its product is service. Rotarians provide community service to both
local and international communities.

Ro t a r y Cl ub o f Pl y m o ut h Fo o t hi l l s

Veteran’s Park

Breakfast Meetings
Tuesday ~ 7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Resort
18265 Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

Austin Ford Jr.
President

The Supervisors

Installing Sign

P. O. Box 56
Plymouth, CA 95669

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,
AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM.
ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS
CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA

Sign From Empire Entrance

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org

Sign Facing Highway 49

The Now Visible Flagpole & Flag

