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Presidents Message 

May 

 

Words of wisdom 

When you’re up  

your friends know 

who you are 

When you’re doWn,  

you know who  

your friends are 
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Established 2007                                                           2017 

Last week I came to understand what my year as President of our club was really all 
about. This was the week to complete our annual “Share Our Success” information with 
the District and input our performance against our annual objectives. We did good! 
 

Write-ups on many of our activities, the Farmers Market, Speech Contest, Flea Market 
and Veterans Park Project can now be viewed at myrotary.org/showcase. Thanks to 
Catherine Scanlon, Jamie Lubenko and Lynn Clevenger for providing the info to me. 
 

Second, Susie Clark did what Susie does at the 11
th
 hour. (Her new Rotary handle is 

“11
th

 Hour”). filling the Foundation’s coffers and putting us way past our annual giving 
objective. And we went over on Polio Plus contributions. And we met our “Every  
Rotarian Every Year” objectives. Nice. 
 
Finally, it was gratifying to record progress toward our other objectives.  For example:  
Membership.  We blew it away.  Many others.  Hopefully, we are recognized for a couple 
of these at the District Assembly in Reno in a couple of weeks.  See you there? 
 

At a higher level, now that Rotary blue now courses through my brittle arteries, I notice 
trends. Some are worrisome. And many are speaking about them now. 

I’m concerned that Rotary International could morph into a global activist organization 
that embraces populist social issues. Our traditional leadership beliefs and values  
appear to be more dynamic than thought. Certainly, the recent “clarifications” of Rotary’s 
Gun and Weapon Policy and directives to disassociate from providers of “addictive  
substances including alcohol,” just don’t reflect life and values in our community. True, 
you and I might not agree on some level, but this is about Rotary, then you and me. 
We’ll always be together through the 4-Way test. 

Rotarian Magazine seems to have become the principle vehicle for underscoring the 
new cause (why now I wonder?). The April issue interview with Rotary President-elect 
Ian H.S. Risely, revealed his conviction that climate change must be Rotary’s primary 
focus. In the May issue, The Rotarian Conversation with Jonathan Patz, a global  
warming disciple and contemporary of Al Gore, paid homage to Mr. Risely’s position 
with lots of dogma, cleverly linking health to climate change. Wellness will always be a 
Rotary focus, but couching it under the global warming agenda seems frivolous and 
wasteful at best. 

Rotary International is a voluntary organization dedicated to uplifting our neighbors and 
ourselves.  Attempting to draft it in the service of global social noise as President-Elect 
Risely is doing can be destructive. 
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Projects & Events In Process—Plymouth 

Flea Market & Country Breakfast—May 6  
The Country Breakfast will be held inside City Hall, kitchen staffing sign up sheet is being passed around. The hours of the 

breakfast are 8:00a.m.—noonish for the general public, prior to opening vendors will be served from 6:00a.m.   Clean-up 

crew positions have been filled.  Need all other kitchen staffing volunteers. 

   Contact Lynn Clevenger for the Flea Market, she could use a lot of help!!!!  Anyone wishing to volunteer to help mark  

vendor booths, direct traffic flow, man the Rotary Booth, etc. please contact Lynn.  The hours of the Flea Market are 8:00a.m. 

to 3:00p.m. with some set up on May 5th. 

Party Boat—May 13 
To be held at St. Katherine Drexel Catholic Parish. 

6:00pm 

Dinner, Raffle and lots a party boat fun 

For details contact Elizabeth Swason 

Mother Lode Highland Games—June 10 & 11  
Our Rotary Club is in charge of beverages and food this year.  Paul Wibbenmeyer will be handling staffing of the  

beverage booth.  Jamie Wibbenmeyer will be in charge of the VIP lounge.  They will be asking for assistance in these two 

areas and will be passing along the sign-up sheets to staff the various positions. 

   Mother Lode Scots is in charge of entertainment, which includes piping & drumming competition, highland dance  

competition, entertainers, Scottish Country Dance, along with other aspects that are of a Scottish/Celtic nature. 

   The entertainment band line-up this year will be Avalon Rising, Black Irish, Celtic Spring, and Tempest.  Avalon Rising is 

based out of Oakland, they are a Celtic rock band.  While Celtic Spring is a family of 7 children plus Mom & Dad.  Celtic 

Spring was a finalist on America’s Got Talent.  Celtic Spring is an Irish-American dance and fiddle band.  The siblings  

combine traditional Irish music with Cape Breton Step dancing.  The children are now having children, at times the very young 

will  

appear on stage with their parents and grandparents.  They wee ones are called Celtic Offspring.  The Black Irish (from  

Sonora) and Tempest (from Alameda) performed at last year’s Games and will be performing again this year.  These  
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 2 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Ed Scott—All About Me 

 6 8:00a..m. Flea Market & Breakfast 

    Main Street  

    Plymouth 

 9 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Tim Burr 

    Knight Riders Car Show 

 16 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

 

18—21  Atlantis Casino Resort—Reno 

    District 5190 Conference 

 23 6:00p.m. Evening Mixer 

    Location TBD 

 30 6:00p.m. 49er RV Park 

   Speaker:  Phil Cordery, PDG Australia

   Topic:  Western Australia Projects
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Events 

performers all have quite a following. 

   To add icing on the cake the Scottish Heavy Athletics Association has chosen the Mother Lode Highland Games for the  

California State Championships this year, the top athletes from the U.S. and Canada will be competing. 

   This year there will also be two ring ceremonies, with both couple renewing their wedding vows.  One couple met seven 

years ago at the Fair at “Loch Ness”, of course it wasn’t called Loch Ness during the fair.  They will be having their ceremony 

on Sunday, June 11th.  The other couple has yet to decided which day but are leaning towards Saturday. 

Membership Dinner Meeting—May 30th 
Plan to attend the May 30th membership meeting we will have a special guest speaker from Australia.  Past District  

Governor Phil Cordery will be visiting and will be our guest speaker for the evening.  This is a wonderful  opportunity to  

expose prospective members to Rotary and to learn firsthand what other Rotary Clubs are doing in their countries.  

Anniversaries— May 

 Jessica & Matt Herndon 1 

 John & Marianne Rittenhouse 1 

 Carl & Marilyn McDanel 4 

 Anne Filer & Chris Cholakos 25 

  

  

  

 Rick Sanders 1 

 Tom Patten 2 

 Suzy Gullett 7 

 Leann Maestretti 10 

 Michael Vasquez 14 

 Marianne Rittenhouse 17 

 Sabina Turner 17 

 Florence Chilton 20 

Birthdays— May 

A survey given to Rotarians regarding “Why Join Rotary”.  In order to verify whether the responses were potentially biased, 

meaning Rotarians might mention service first because this is a service organization.  Questions were given in a two-part 

series.  One series of questions was “Why Did I Join Rotary?”.  The second series of questions was “Why Do You Believe 

Others Might Have Joined Rotary?”  The results for these questions were significantly different with business networking  

coming up higher when asked about others joining Rotary.  At the top of the list on the individual being asked was friend-

ship, followed by business networking.  In third place was the ability to serve both the local and international communities 

and making these communities better for all.   

 

Another survey was conducted on Facebook, this survey had only one question and was done by an individual pertaining to 

the opposite of friendship.  The question asked “Do You Know What Its Like To Never Be Invited To Anything?  The responses 

were quite an eye opener.  The answers ranged from “Nope!” to “Huh? to concern for the one who asked to the question 

and ending with one very amazing response.  One person, and names will not be given, saying “ All the time since I have 

moved to Amador 6 years ago.”  That person sadly enough is a Rotarian. 

 

Rotary is not about clicks nor is it about exclusion.  This is attested to by friendship being the main reason why people join  

Rotary.  Humans by nature are social creatures.  Which leads to the next question:  Why Did YOU join Rotary?   

Why Did I Join Rotary? - Part II 
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Nauru 

Pronounced:  nah-oo-roo 

 

The Republic of Nauru known as Pleasant Island, is an island country in Micronesia in the Central Pacific.   

Its nearest neighbor is Banaba Island some 186 miles east.  It has a population of 10,000 people and is 8 

square miles in size and is an oval shaped island.  Nauru is the smallest state in the South Pacific and third 

smallest stated by area in the world. 

 

It was settled by native people from Micronesia and Polynesia approximately 3,000 years ago.  Initially there 

were 12 clans or tribes on Nautu, which are represented in the 12-pointed star on the country’s flag.  Two of 

the 12 original clans or tribes became extinct in 20th century due to the flu epidemic in 1920, with the mortality 

rate at 18% among native Nauruans. 

 

It was eventually annexed and claimed as a colony by the German Empire in the late 19th century.  After 

World War I, Nauru became a League of Nations mandate administered by Australia, New Zealand and the 

United Kingdom.  During World War II, Nauru was occupied by Japanese troops.  After the war ended, the 

country entered into the UN trusteeship.  Nauru gained its independence in 1968. 

 

There are no personal taxes in Nauru.  The unemployment rate is about 90%.  Of that remaining 5%, 95% of 

those are employed by the government.  In the 1990s, Nauru became a tax haven offering passports to  

foreign nationals for a fee.  One could establish a licenses bank for only $25,000 with no other requirements.  

By 2005 the banking had changed with the enforcement of new laws. 

 

In 2010 the Rotary Club of Nauru was chartered.  The club is part of a unique four country Rotary District 9600 

that includes part of Queensland, Australia, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands.  The Club was  

chartered with 28 embers.  Today the Club’s membership has increased to 35 with only two of those charter 

members remaining.   

 

Many projects have been completed over the years, benefiting local residents and organizations.  One of the 

major projects is the Disaster Relief Trailer Project, which was a joint effort with another Rotary club within the 

district.  The trailer was presented to the Salvation Arm for use in times of cyclones, floods and fires. 

 

The youth of the island is extremely important, supporting the local schools and youth groups has become one 

of the strongest areas of action. 



Austin Ford Jr. 

President 

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,  

AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM. 

ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD 

 

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS 

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA 

 
 

 

 

 

We’re on the web 

www.pfrotory.org 

P. O. Box 56 

Plymouth, CA 95669 

Breakfast Meetings  

Tuesday  ~  7:15a.m. 

Far Horizons 49er RV Resort 

18265 Highway 49 

Plymouth, CA 

Rotar y  C l ub  o f  P l ymouth  Footh i l l s  Something New 

 

The board has approved advertising in the newsletter.  To advertise I will 

need a business card or soft copy of the ad you wish to place.  The soft 

copy can be either jpg or pdf format.  The cost is $10 and will be placed 

in the next issue of the Golden Grapevine. 

 

 

http://www.pfrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-Foothills-Rotary/119652204713070
http://pfrotary.org/

