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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
November – already!. This is the month in which we traditionally give thanks 
for the blessings of the past year, honor those that have blessed us with their 
military service and share our blessings with the needy in our community. 
 
At our regular meeting on November 7 we will honor the Veterans among us 
and have our local Veterans Service Officer, Terry Sanders (also the President of 
the Ione club) speak to us. Please try to attend and join in recognizing our 
members who are Veterans. 
 
In Rotary November is “Foundation Month”. It is through giving to the Rotary 
Foundation that we are able to join with other clubs in financing projects local-
ly, around the country and around the world. Our club has benefited with the 
two International Grants we have received, and the many District Grants such 
as the Community Garden, last years Veterans Park project and this years 
Magee Park Upgrade and Restoration Project and others. 
 
Our November 14 meeting will focus on the Foundation. What it does, how it 
works and how we can be a part of it. Susie Clark, our Foundation Chair, will be 
our speaker. 
 
On November 21 we will have one of the most fun and rewarding meetings of 
the year. We will move our meeting to the Spur building at the Fairgrounds 
(same time as always) and prepare 24 Thanksgiving food boxes. These will be 
delivered later that day to needy families in our area. Bring the items you have 
signed up for and join us in sharing our blessings with others. 
 
A couple of months ago we briefly heard from Wendy Mathis of Hospice of 
Amador regarding their annual fundraiser. There were a great many questions 
about Hospice so Wendy will be our speaker on November 28 to tell us all about 
it and perhaps let us know how we can help with this invaluable service. 
 
As we enter the Holiday season there is always a lot going on in our lives. By 
applying the Rotary Motto of “Service Above Self” to the things we do we can 
really be “Making a Difference” to those around us. Try to be at our meetings to 
learn how you can be a part of it. 
 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
Carl 

Publication of 

Rotary Club of Plymouth-Foothills 
        November 2017 

http://pfrotary.org/
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PLYMOUTH ELEMENTARY READING PROGRAM 

Recently Donna Custodio, Principal at Plymouth Elementary School 

approached our Rotary Club and indicated that  a number of  

students could benefit greatly by having an after school reading 

clinic twice a week.  The program was brought before the board, the 

vote was unanimous.  PFRotary applied for a grant and has funded 

an after school teacher for a year for this very worthwhile project.  

Along with our volunteers, some of whom are members and some 

are spouses of members, who give their time faithfully each week, a 

teacher will be helping these kids in a separate reading program.  

The reading clinic will be held after school twice a week.  The goal of 

this program is to bring these kids at or above their grade level in 

reading.  Without the ability to read one cannot write, one cannot 

do math, one cannot do much of anything except by memorization.  

I can personally attest to this fact, as a teacher in Prosper, Texas I 

worked with migrant farm children.  My students were grades 1 

through 12 and for the most part were Hispanic and English was a 

second language.  Teaching them English and to read in English 

was a piece of cake compared to one student.  That student 

was the most difficult and I still think of him and wonder 

what has become of him, he was my oldest student.  He was 

one of six children and 19 years old, his first day of any formal 

schooling was a few days prior to his 19th birthday.  His illiterate 

grandmother had been teaching him and his siblings while his  

parents worked in the fields, she did her best.  The boy could not 

read, he could just barely write his first name and his last name was 

out of the question.  He entered my class three months into the 

school year.  In 1985 it was extremely difficult to find reading  

material for a person of this age who could not read at first grade 

level and not have the material look like it was for a 5 year old.  For 

the next six months I worked with him during our regular sessions, 

and volunteered in off hours.   His reading ability at the end of the 

school year was severely lacking.  On graduation day he graduated 

with Seniors and received his high school diploma even though his 

reading and writing ability was that of a first grader.  

The following is a thank you note from Donna : 

“THANK YOU so much.  The kids and parents are so happy that 

they get to spend extra time working on their reading.  A formal 

thank, along with pictures from the first session will be sent along.  

Please feel free to come and observe the class in action  

anytime.   Thank you again for supporting our little school.” 

“Making A Difference In Our Community” 
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PLYMOUTH ELEMENTARY READING PROGRAM 

 

NOVEMBER 

49er RV Park 

          Speaker: Terry Sanders 

          Ione Rotary President 

          Honoring Veterans .............. 7 

49 RV Park 

          Speaker :  Susie Clark 

          Rotary Foundation .............. 14 

          Board Meeting ..................... 14 

Fairgrounds—Pokerville Hall 

          Thanksgiving Baskets .......... 21 

49er RV Park 

          Speaker: Wendy Mathis  

          Community Liaison 

          Hospice of Amador & 

          Calaveras  ............................. 28 

DECEMBER 

49er RV Park 

          Speaker: TBD 

           .............................................. 5 

Pokerville Market 

          Christmas To Remember 

           .............................................. 7 

Pokerville Market 

          Christmas To Remember 

           .............................................. 8 

49er RV Park 

          Speaker: TBD 

           .............................................. 12 

Christmas Party 

          Location TBD ....................... 19 

NO MEETING 

           .............................................. 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT 
THE WEBSITE—CLICK HERE 

I was on the web searching for something, anything for this article.  

I tried finding funny stories about Rotary—found none or at least 

none I wanted to include in the newsletter.  Projects from other 

clubs—been there, done that.  What topics speakers presented at 

other clubs—there were some interesting topics but nothing to write 

home about.  I Then put in “topics for Rotary Clubs” and came up 

with the following. 

 
SHOP ROTARY CLUBS ON AMAZON—LOW PRICES FOR ROTARY CLUBS 

Read Customer Reviews & Find Best Sellers.  And most have Free  

2-Day shipping through Amazon with Amazon Prime for Rotary 

Clubs.  This lead me to click on the link to find out what I could get 

with 2-Day Free Shipping and which Rotary Clubs are for sale.   

And, how do they ship a Rotary Club???? 

 

You can purchase through the parts club a recoil starter assembly 

that fits and replaces Honda parts.  Hmmmm, that’s rotary but not 

quite a rotary club.  I also found a myriad of gadgets and gizmos for 

sale that had some kind of rotary associated with it.  Then there’s a 

Set of 5 Rotary Club Rotarian Million Dollar Bills.  I want some of 

those provided they’re spendable or I can take them to bank!   

Jessica any ideas of these???  You can also purchase the following 

books:   

Rotary Book of Readings, Adventure in Service, Rotary Clubs 

(Community Connections), The Rotary Club Murder Mystery 

(that’s one way to lose your members and not attract new 

members), or you can Energize Your Rotary Club.  Is that 

kind of like the Energizer Bunny????  The Butterfly Story 

Book:  Stories Written By Children For Children—A project 

of The Rotary E-Club of the Caribbean.  But the book title I 

found most interesting was “Stop Recruiting / Start Attract-

ing (maybe that’s a must purchase—What’s your opinion 

Tom?). 

 

I must say I didn’t find any customer reviews about Rotary Clubs on 

Amazon.  So what does that mean, are customers ambivalent about 

Rotary Clubs??   What does that mean about the public in general, 

are they ambivalent too?  So I thought I might post a few from time 

to time just to see what response I get.   Or, who is reading these  

reviews.  And would these reviews 

boost membership?  Hmmm, that’s 

a good question and food for 

thought, could prove to be  

interesting. 

 

ROTARY CLUBS FOR SALE 

http://pfrotary.org
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THE MOTTO—AND IT’S HISTORY 
A doctor, a lawyer, and 
Susie the Rotarian all die 
and arrive at the Pearly 
Gates about the same 
time. St. Peter tells them 
they may each have one 
thing to take with them 
to Heaven. 

The doctor is first, and 
asks for $1 million. This is 
given to the doctor who 
then proceeds to enter 
Heaven. The lawyer, not 
to be outdone, asks for 
$2 million. "Very well," 
says St. Peter and opens 
the gate to Heaven for 
the lawyer. 

 

Finally it is time for Susie 
the Rotarian, who had 
just finished a fundraising 
project for The Rotary 
Foundation. St. Peter 
asks her what she would 
like to take to Heaven.  
Susie moves up very 
close to St. Peter, and in 
a soft voice asks, "If it's 
not too much trouble, 
could I just have the 
names of those two  
people who were ahead 
of me in line?" 

Rotary’s official mottoes, Service Above Self and One Profits Most 
Who Serves Best, trace back to the early days of the organization. 

In 1911, He Profits Most Who Serves Best was approved as the  
Rotary motto at the second convention of the National Association 
of Rotary Clubs of America, in Portland, Oregon. It was adapted 
from a speech made by Rotarian Arthur Frederick Sheldon to the 
first convention, held in Chicago the previous year. Sheldon  
declared that "only the science of right conduct toward others pays. 
Business is the science of human services. He profits most who 
serves his fellows best."  

The Portland convention also inspired the motto Service Above Self. 
During a convention outing on the Columbia River, Ben Collins, 
president of the Rotary Club of Minneapolis, Minnesota talked with 
Seattle Rotarian J.E. Pinkham about the proper way to organize a 
Rotary club, offering the principle his club had adopted: Service, 
Not Self. Pinkham invited Paul P. Harris, who also was on the boat 
trip, to join their conversation. Harris asked Collins to address the 
convention, and the phrase Service, Not Self was met with great  
enthusiasm. 

At the 1950 Rotary International Convention in Detroit, slightly 
modified versions of the two slogans were formally approved as the 
official mottoes of Rotary: He Profits Most Who Serves Best and 
Service Above Self. The 1989 Council of Legislation  
established Service Above Self as the principal motto of Rotary,  
because it best conveys the philosophy of unselfish volunteer  
service. He Profits Most Who Serves Best was modified by the 2004 
Council to They Profit Most Who Serve Best and by the 2010  
Council to its current wording, One Profits Most Who Serves Best.  
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Blue Moon  

Dinner Meeting  
was held at the 49er RV 

Park. Janet fixed a wonder-

ful chili and cornbread 

meal, complete with appe-

tizers and dessert.  Most 

arrived in costume.  A  

couple members of the 

Baker Street Players were 

our “speakers” for the 

evening.  They performed a 

Sherlock Holms Mystery 

skit.  Afterwards, we, “the 

spectators”, had do the  

detective work. 

There were about 26 in 

attendance with Sherry 

Pease and her mother  

joining us for the evening. 

All-in-all the evening was 

fun, entertaining and there 

was lots of wonderful 

homemade chili.  Table 

decorations were provided 

by Amador Flower Farm, 

our newest advertiser in 

the newsletter and on the 

website. 

 

 

  

Blue Moon Dinner Meeting 

To see more photos please visit the  

photo gallery on the website.   

 



Morning Meetings 
Breakfast 

Tuesdays 

7:15a.m. 

Far Horizons 49er RV Village 

18265 State Highway 49 

Plymouth, CA 

 

Evening Mixer 
Potluck 

3rd Tuesday 

6:00p.m. 

Location Varies 

Please check the website  

 

Blue Moon Meeting 
Dinner 

Quarterly 

5th Tuesday 

6:00p.m. 

Far Horizons 49er RV Village 

18263 State Highway 49 

Plymouth, CA 

Rotar y  C l ub  o f  P l ymouth - Footh i l l s  
P. O. Box 56     |     Plymouth, CA 95669 

Carl McDanel 

President 

We’re on the web 

www.pfrotory.org 

$50 Annually 

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 

ADVERTISING 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Details Forthcoming 

http://pfrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-Foothills-Rotary/119652204713070
http://pfrotary.org/

