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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
February will be a very busy and important month for our club as a number of
activities will call on all of us to put “Service above Self”.
First, our club is this year’s host club for the Area 7 Foundation Dinner. This
will be held on Friday, February 23. The location is at the American Legion Hall
in Martell. 6 pm social hour, 7 pm dinner. We will be presenting Paul Harris
Fellow awards to 6 of our members so a good turnout in support would be
greatly appreciated. Contact Susie Clark (209-304-6335) so she knows how
many to plan for.
Next is work on our annual District Grant project. This year we are doing some
repairs and improvements to Plymouth's McGee Park. The gazebo will have
some dry rot repaired and then we will paint and clean up the landscaping
around it. The city is participating by tree trimming and adding electrical to the
gazebo. We will also be putting in additional pads for more tables. This should
have the added benefit of making setup for the Farmers Market much easier.
This has to be done by mid-March, so look for a call for help framing the pads
on February 24, and painting on March 10. Let me know if you can help on
those dates.
Lastly is the Veterans Park improvements. We still need to get some split rail
fencing installed near the Empire street entrance. This should only take about
half day for a couple of people. We'll try to get this done around the schedule for
the Gazebo project. The next phase of the Veterans Park improvements has
moved quite a way along with significant funding being provided by several
groups in the county. Regular updates on the status of “Phase Two” will be
provided at our meetings. In the meantime we are trying to put together a
comprehensive list of District 5 veterans. Please provide the names and contact
info of any veterans (any service, any war or era) to either Dave Logan or Mike
Bellamy. This will help in planning for a future memorial at the park.
These efforts are one of the many ways our club is “Making a Difference” in our
area and beyond. Be a part of it!

Yours in Service,
Carl
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POOREST COUNTIES—IN THE UNITED STATES
Of the top 100 poorest counties in the U.S., four of the Top 5 and ten of the
Top 20 are on Indian reservations. In all, 24 counties with high Indian
populations made the Top 100 Poorest Counties list based on the 2000
census.
Many families don’t have adequate food, clothing, or access to modern
health care. Many homes lack indoor plumbing, heating, and electricity.
For the best part of the last two decades Shannon County, South Dakota,
which lies entirely inside the Pine Ridge reservations, was the poorest
county in the United States. When it finally moved down on the poverty
list, it was only because conditions worsened on another Indian reservation.
The new poorest county in the U.S. is Buffalo County, northeast of Pine
Ridge in central South Dakota and home to the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe.
The Crow Creek Indian Reservation inhabited by the Crow Creek Sioux
Tribe makes up the majority of Buffalo County. The racial makeup of the
county is 82% Native American. Living conditions here are comparable to
third world countries.
Second ranted is Shannon County, South Dakota, which held the distinction of being the poorest county in the U.S. for most of the last
twenty years, is entirely within Pine Ridge Reservation. Shannon County has the highest percentage of Native American
(94 %) and the lowest percentage Caucasian population ( 6%) of any
county in the U.S.
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“Top 10 Poorest Indian Reservations in U.S.”
The third poorest county is Ziebach, South Dakota which lies mostly within the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation. The balance of the county is
within the Standing Rock Indian Reservation. It is one of five South Dakota counties that lie entirely within Indian reservations. The unemployment rate is 70% with Native American population of 73%.
Ranked fifth is Todd County, South Dakota, all within the Rosebud Sioux
Reservation with an 86% Native American population.
Sioux County, North Dakota is the sixth poorest county in the U.S. and lies
entirely within the Standing Rock Indian Reservation, forming the northernmost 30% of the reservation. The balance of the reservation is in South
Dakota. The Native American population stands at 85%.
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Ranking seventh is Corson County, South Dakota, which lies entirely within the Standing Rock Indian Reservation and has a 61% Native American
population.
Coming in eight is Wade Hampton, Alaska with 93% Alaskan Native. Most
people here live in part off subsistence hunting and fishing.
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Coming in tenth is Apache County, Arizona which is the Navajo Indian
Reservation and all of Fort Apache Indian Reservation with 77% Native
American. The poorest counties in Arizona, New Mexico and Utah all fall
within the Navajo Nation, the largest reservation in the U.S. Apache

POOREST COUNTIES—CONTINUED
County is the poorest county in Arizona and is one of only 38 county-level census divisions of the U.S. where the most spoken language is not English and one
of only 3 where it is neither English or Spanish. 59% of the population speak
Navajo at home.
Most of the peoples within these reservations suffer from hunger, isolation and
poverty Unemployment often exceed 85% and the average annual income may
be as low as $2,600.
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Lack of public health infrastructure and services are contributing factors to the
inadequate health care that many Native American living on reservations receive. The federal government spends half as much on health programs per
tribal member as it does on health programs for other Americans.
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Substandard living conditions, poor nutrition, and lack of health care take a
heavy toll on the very young and the very old. The average for Native American
as a whole is 55. If a family on these reservations has beds for sleeping, fruit for
snacking and soap for washing then they are wealthy beyond belief compared to
most Native American in the northern plains states. It is not uncommon for as
many as 25 people to live in a two-bedroom home in these areas. The situation
is compounded by the fact that much of the existing housing is substandard,
and in desperate need of repair. Many people go to bed hungry at the end of
every month.
Case in point, when Carl and I visited the Navajo Reservations a number of
years ago the federal government built nice, modest two-bedroom homes for
the Navajo. Included were dishwashers, washer & dryer, lots of light bulbs,
electrical outlets. A couple of things that was overlooked, and maybe some
thought to be a minor details, was electricity and plumbing to each of those
homes. The federal government never put in electrical, plumbing or gas to
those homes. The nice new washers, dryers, dishwashers, toilets and lightbulbs
could not be used. The house didn’t go empty though, the Navajo continued to
live in their hogans while the cattle lived in the houses.
Durango Day Break and State of Jefferson Rotary have provided solar light kits
to very rural and isolated homes on the Navajo Reservation. On a number of
occasions teams went in to the Navajo Reservation and installed the solar
panels, giving some homes electricity.
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Navajo Nation Housing Facts (69,154 “homes”):
89% rely solely on wood for heat
75% lack telephones
55% lack complete kitchen facilities
51% lack plumbing facilities

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT THE
WEBSITE—CLICK HERE

25% do not have electricity
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Gathering Chickens

The
farmer’s
son
was
returning from the market
with the crate of chicken’s
his father had entrusted to
him, when all of a sudden
the box fell and broke open.
Chickens scurried off in
different directions, but the
determined boy walked all
over
the
neighborhood
scooping up the wayward
birds and returning them to
the repaired crate.
Hoping he had found them
all, the boy reluctantly
returned home, expecting
the worst.
“Pa, the

chickens got loose,” the boy
confessed sadly, “but I
managed to find all twelve
of them.”
“Well, you did real good,
son” the farmer beamed.
“You left with seven”
And now for the 4-Way Test
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BREAKFAST COOK
As some of you know Janet White, our breakfast cook, has been out for the month of
January while she recuperated from knee replacement surgery. During her time off
she fell and tore her ham string and is laid up for a longer period of time, which could
go through February.
During January Marilyn McDanel volunteered to prepare the breakfast. Marilyn is
now in need of relief. With road trips for Brown’s English Toffee gaining momentum
beginning in February it will be more difficult for her to prepare the breakfast. If you
feel so inclined to prepare a breakfast or two (February 6, 13 or 27) or, if you know of
someone outside of Rotary who would be willing to prepare breakfast for February
please let Carl know.

PARKING ISSUES
Management at the 49er has requested that we not
park in the spaces near the office. Those spaces are for
visitors, check-ins to the RV park, etc.
At the office there are stop signs for both ingress and
egress. Each vehicle MUST stop before proceeding.
It seems that one of our members did not stop when
leaving recently one morning and almost hit a
pedestrian in the crosswalk that walked out of the
office and was attempting to cross the road to the café
side. The driver kept going and most likely never saw
or realized that a pedestrian was in the crosswalk.
This is the very reason those signs were installed.
When driving into the RV park PLEASE STOP at the
office before proceeding past the office to the back
parking lot. When leaving the RV park PLEASE
STOP at the office before going on your way.
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NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
ADVERTISING
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$50 Annually

Morning Meetings
Breakfast
Tuesdays
7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Village
18265 State Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

Ro t a r y Cl ub o f Pl y m o ut h - Fo o t h i l l s

Evening Mixer

P. O. Box 56

Potluck
3rd Tuesday
6:00p.m.
Location Varies
Please check the website

|

Plymouth, CA 95669

Carl McDanel
President

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org
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