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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to one of the most exciting seasons of the year “Farmers Market  
Season”.  With our fair commitments stowed securely behind us we’re diving 
straight into our largest fundraiser of the year.  Before it even starts, I want to 
send a great big THANK YOU to the numerous volunteers that make this event 
a success.  Reminder, Farmers Market is now scheduled from 5—8 pm so make 
plans to sign up for a shift or just simply join us and support the fantastic  
farmers and merchants that make it possible. 
 
Our meetings should be getting back on track in August at our new home in City 
Hall and Robert, as always, has a great line up of speakers.  August is  
Membership month so I encourage all of you to consider what you enjoy about 
being a member of our club, what we accomplish with our combined  
commitments to service and invite others to consider joining us. 
 
You know what they say, “Many hands make light work”. 
 
Yours in service, 
 
Jamie 

Publication of 

Rotary Club of Plymouth-Foothills 

http://pfrotary.org/
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OPPORTUNITY TO HELP 

MaryEllen Jackson lives part-time near Ft. Bragg, California and  
part-time in Zihuatanejo, Mexico.  She has been helping the teachers 
in the various ramshackle schools, tutoring kids in her home and 
when the kids were ill she would sit by their bedside while the  
parents worked.  It seems MaryEllen knows just about every kid and 
their families in Zihua. 

Fundacion Ninos Adelante is funded by  Friends of Ninos Adelante, 
Inc.  Ninos Adelante, Inc. is a U.S.  Registered 501(c)3  
non-profit organized for the sole purpose of providing  
financial support to Fundacion Ninos Adelante, a   
Mexican chartered non-profit founded by a group of 
Americans in Zihuatanejo in 1978.  Fundacion Ninos  
Adelante provides scholarships to the kids of Zihua so they 
can attend “public schools” in grades kindergarten through 
high school.  A child must have a uniform, provide all their school 
materials, etc.  There is only so much money to go around, when 

funding runs out some 
children are not  
p r o v i d e d  t h e  
opportunity for a  
scholarship.  Case in 
point is a family of 
three children, Moises, 
Olivia (Ollie for short), 
and Abigail, all three 
a r e  v e r y  g o o d  
students in junior high 
and high school.  When 
their mother died their 
aunt took them in.  The 

kids are not afraid of work and with 
some help from the First Lady of Zihua 
they were given a bicycle so they could 
sell fruit juice.  That money just  

provides for the 
families needs 
such as food on 
the table.  Still 
they need help 
with shoes, back-
p a c k s  a n d  
uniforms for 
school.   

T h e r e ’ s  a  
program in Zihua 

whereby an individual can “adopt” these kids.  
An individual will be given several photos of kids 

Moises, Ollie, Aunt, MaryEllen, Abigail 

Kids & Their Bicycle 

Ollie selling 

handmade purses 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT THE 
WEBSITE—CLICK HERE 

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

like these three children.  That individual will then “adopt” the child or  
children of their choosing.  You will then have the opportunity to send and 
receive letters from these kids, provide items such as the backpacks, shoes, 
uniforms, etc.  A good number of these kids have gone on, with the help of 
others, to get out of poverty, the only life they’ve known.  They’ve gone on to 
become physicians, lawyers, business owners, etc. 

For more information about this program you can contact MaryEllen  
Jackson via email at zihgirl@comcast.net  

 
POVERTY—AMADOR COUNTY 

Look around you, what do you see?  You see your neighbors, beautiful countryside 

and bountiful crops.  During the spring these crops, mostly grapes, are pruned and 

tended by farm laborers.  During the autumn these farm laborers again appear in 

the fields.   

My dad used to talk about his years as a farm laborer.  He was not a  

migrant farm worker, he chose to not follow the crops.  Instead, when the work 

dried up for the season he took other odd jobs; truck driving, mechanic, whatever 

work he could find.  With only a third grade education his options for  

employment were quite limited.  The main reason his education stopped at the 

third grade was, like most families that are farm laborers, he had to help  

support his siblings, he had 8 siblings along with his parents.  When each of these 9 

siblings brought their pay home it was all given to their father.  There wasn’t an al-

lowance, there wasn’t a few dollars given to go to town.  This was and still is a com-

mon practice within the farm labor community, which makes it very difficult to get 

out of the situation one is in.   

When my father was 19 he left home, penniless and without a reliable vehicle.  He 

drove from Fresno to San Francisco where he had a job waiting as a  

mechanic at Yellow Cab.  This was his first real job outside the farming community 

and the first job whereby he didn’t have to turn his full pay over to his father.  On 

his trip to San Francisco he needed fuel, he would work for someone along the way 

in order to get money so he could put fuel in his car, then continue on his journey.  

Making it to San Francisco the day he was to start work.  He worked for Yellow Cab 

for a year, during that time he met and married my mother.  WWII broke out, they 

ended up back in Fresno because Yellow Cab had to lay off many of its workers.    It 

was during that move back to Fresno that my two older siblings and I were born.  

We moved back to San Francisco when I was 3 months old, Yellow Cab was once 

again making money and could afford to hire again.  However, the pay for my father 

was lower than his prior time at Yellow Cab.  With a wife and 3 children my father 

had to find a job with better pay.  Add to that, the living conditions were not ideal 

either.  The five of us were living in the basement of my grandparents home out in 

the Sunset District of San Francisco in one room.  The San Mateo Bridge, while still 

privately owned, was hiring maintenance crews, my father applied and began work.  

In 1947 the daily traffic rate across the San Mateo Bridge was 2,000 cars per day, 

this was a business that was not profitable and therefore could not afford to pay 

much to their workers, nor could they hire a sufficient number of employees.  The  

possibility of promotions and better pay at some point in time was worth the risk 

https://goo.gl/maps/1Zdydi1hSs72
http://pfrotary.org
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POVERTY—CONTINUE FROM PAGE 3 Humor Corner 

 

The fattest knight at King 
Arthur’s round table was 
Sir  Cumference.  He  
acquired his size from too 
much pi. 
 
I thought I saw an eye 
doctor on an Alaskan  
island, but it turned out to 
be an optical Aleutian 
 
She was only a whisky 
maker, but he loved her 
still 
 
Two silk worms had a 
race, they ended up in a 
tie 
 
I wondered why the base-
ball kept getting bigger, 
then it hit me. 
 
Two hydrogen atoms 
meet.  One says, “I’ve 
lost my electron”.  The 
other says “Are your 
sure?”  The first replies, 
“Yes, I’m positive” 
 
There was the person who 
sent ten puns to friends, 
with the hope that at least 
one of the puns would 
make them laugh.  No 
pun in ten did 

and change.  We were still in poverty but life was looking better.  Then word 

came out that the bridge was being sold to the State of California.  All employ-

ees were informed that they would lose their jobs.  My dad began his search for 

another job because he now had 5 children and a wife to support.  One day my 

father was called into the bridge office, a dingy, dirty little one room office that 

sat on the San Mateo side of the bay very near Highway 101.  You see, Foster 

City didn’t exist then—it was a mud flat that stunk something awful.  Anyway, 

the State asked my dad if he would like to stay on with the bridge and  

become a State employee.  My dad was elated, he could stop looking for other 

jobs.  They said his pay would go up substantially if he would further his  

education.  My father began his journey of bettering his education, he found 

courses that he could do at home.  He submitted proof of completion to the 

State and so the promotions began, along with pay increases.  He was soon pro-

moted to Maintenance Foreman of the San Mateo Bridge.  Later promoted to 

Maintenance Foreman of the San Mateo Bridge and Dumbarton Bridge along 

with being stand-in foreman for the San Francisco Bay Bridge.  For several 

years he oversaw all three bridges when the foreman of the Bay Bridge  

suddenly passed away and they couldn’t find a qualified person to replace him.  

When the new San Mateo Bridge was built it was renamed San Mateo Hayward 

Bridge and with that more responsibility and better pay.  By this point my dad 

had gotten the equivalent of a high school education and was working on some 

college courses.  We were no longer in poverty but it took many years and a lot 

of hard work on his part to get out of poverty. 

Growing up in a small town most of my clothes were hand-me

-downs from neighbors.  When I wore them to school every-

one knew who’s dress I was wearing.  The clothes that weren’t 

hand-me-downs my mother made.  When I wore the hand-me

-downs I was made fun of and laughed at.  It got to the point 

that I dreaded going to school.  With the new San Mateo  

Hayward Bridge the toll plaza moved from San Mateo to  

Hayward.  I was now in high school and was so happy for the 

move because people wouldn’t know about our background 

and I was able to go to a shopping mall and purchase new 

clothes, a real luxury, no more hand-me-downs.   

At the time, for the most part, we were happy and didn’t realize that we were 

considered to be among those who were in poverty.  We just knew that there 

weren’t any extras and that we got twenty-five cents a week allowance.  That 

twenty-five cents got us a movie, a bag of popcorn or a package of candy and a 

soda.  If we got babysitting jobs or newspaper routes we got to keep all the 

money.  We also would drag for golf balls in the lake at the Sharp Park Golf 

Course then sell those golf balls to the club house or the golfers, which gave us 

additional spending money. 

Here in Amador County the population is 36,945.  The percentage of children 

ages 0-18 living in poverty is 39.2%.  With that said, a good number of these 

children here in Amador qualify for the free lunch program offered in the  

various schools.  The teen birth rate per 1,000 births is 20.2%.  The percentage 

of children living in foster care is 6.9% per 1,000 children. 

Look around you, what do you see? 
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The Farmers Market is held each Thursday beginning August 2nd 

and ending September 27th.  This year Girl Scout Troop 367 will be 

serving the kids meals.  As in the past a different food vendor will 

prepare and serve the adult meals.  Below are the wineries who will 

be providing wine at this year’s Farmers Market.  There’s a great 

lineup of entertainers again this year. 

 

 

TRAINING 

Rotary Academy—

Self Paced correspond-

ence course 

Rotary Leadership 

Institute (RLI) - RLI 

is a three part leader-

ship development pro-

gram designed for Ro-

tarians. 

Webinars— 

   Share Your Club’s 

Success 

   Setting Your Club’s 

Membership Goals 

   Budgeting For Your 

Rotary Club 

   Literacy Webinar 

   Rotary Youth Leader-

ship Awards 

   Using Facebook to 

Promote Your Club Part 

2 

   RYE Bootcamp 

   Setting Up Your 

Club’s Facebook Page 

   Vision To Action: 

Business Planning for 

Rotary Clubs 

   Fire Up Your Club’s 

Membership  

Program 

These are just a few of 

the webinars available 



Morning Meetings 
Breakfast 

Tuesdays 

7:15a.m. 

City Hall—Plymouth 

9426 Main Street 

Plymouth, CA 

 

 

Evening Mixer 
Potluck 

3rd Tuesday 

6:00p.m. 

Location Varies 

Please check the website  

 

 

Rotar y  C l ub  o f  P l ymouth - Footh i l l s  
P. O. Box 56     |     Plymouth, CA 95669 

We’re on the web 

www.pfrotory.org 

$50 Annually 

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 

ADVERTISING 
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Jamie Lubenko 

President 

Follow & Like 

Us on Facebook 

http://pfrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-Foothills-Rotary/119652204713070
http://pfrotary.org/

