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Presidents Message 

October 2015 

September is behind us. Kids are back in school; grapes are picked; Farmers  
Markets have ended; Butte Fire is contained; District Governor has come and gone. 
So, you might think it’s time to kick back a little but I beg to differ because now is 
the time we must get busy planning ahead for next year. Just to remind you, this 
month we need to nominate officers for next year, host a mixer for prospective 
members, continue planning and firm up task assignments for the Highland Games, 
make arrangements for our international project trip to Zihuatanejo, and figure out 
how we can support rebuilding efforts for fire victims. 
 
The Rotary International theme for October is economic and community development 
so many of our activities fit in well with RI’s focus this month. The timing for this theme 
is pretty ironic as the recent fire has surely created some huge community develop-
ment needs. Nevertheless, recent fundraisers like the Farmers Markets and the  
Amador City Downtown Wine event also benefit our communities local merchants 
and small businesses just as much as our club. Austin’s business mentoring initiatives, 
and the proposed Plymouth Garden Project are also obvious examples of efforts 

that contribute to community and economic development. 

Rotary has hundreds of economic development initiatives on a global level. It’s hard 
to believe that nearly 1.5 billion willing and able people on this planet live on less 
than $1.50 per day! Our school project in Mexico will play a small part in decreas-
ing this number. 
 
So, in the spirit of economic and community development let’s keep up our good 
work and be mindful of our Rotary theme. Purchase goods and supplies locally to 
stimulate local economy and reduce shipping costs. Support entrepreneurs to  
increase employment opportunities. When possible, buy from small businesses who 
want to generate income and savings for growth. 
 
Remember the overall mission of Rotary International is to “provide service to others, 
promote integrity and advance world understanding , goodwill and peace through 
the fellowship of business professionals and community leaders. ” 
 
Let’s have a great month…. and it’s ok to nominate yourself for office next year. 
 
Paul 
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October 

 6 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Club Assembly 

    Carl McDanel 

    Scottish Highland Games Update 

 13 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Susan Grijalva 

    Amador County Planning Department 

     

 20 6:00p.m. Amador Flower Farm 

    Octoberfest 

    Bring A Friend 

                                             Introduce them to Rotary  

 27 7:15 a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Todd Pickens 

    Lions In-Sight   

Calendar 

November 

 3 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Vic Slaughter 

    Rotary Foundation 

 10 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Mike Mahoney 

    TBA 

     

 17 6:00p.m. Evening Meeting 

    TBD  

 24 7:15 a.m. Fairgrounds 

    Thanksgiving Baskets   

Calendar 

October 2015 
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Community Service—Myanmar  

Of the 23 poorest countries in the world Myanmar, Burma ranks 23rd.  It is located between 

China and Laos and has a population  of 51,486,253 as of the 2014 census.  It is 261,227 

square miles in size. 

Rotary Clubs previously had a distinguished  

presence in Myanmar.  The first Rotary Club 

opened in 1929 with other clubs opening 

throughout the country.  In 1974, Rotary Clubs 

were closed due to a change in government  

policy.  In 2014 plans were set forth to bring 

Rotary back to Myanmar.  The Rotary Club of 

Yangon was formed and was officially  

accepted into the Rotary family on May 16, 

2014. 

They immediately began with a local  

community service project.  This new, small Rotary Club’s first project was the Care For The Least Orphanage 

located in Hna Khan Mway Theik Village in Hlegu City, which is a 90-minute drive from downtown Yangon.  

Founded in 2010, Care For The Least Orphanage is situated on 45 acres of owned land, which includes a  

productive 40-acre rice paddy and a five acre garden.  The orphanage and grounds is owned by Myanmar 

Baptist Federation.  There are three full-time resident staff members, with sixty children and teenagers under 

the care and protection of Myanmar Baptist Federation.  Seven of the children were orphaned by the  

devastating Nargis Cyclone of May 2008, which claimed 138,000 lives in Myanmar alone. 

Their community service project was to provided clean, fresh water for the orphanage throughout the year.  

The system chosen would  provide water by a “validated” producing tube well, at a depth of about 120 feet, 

producing treatable water.  The orphanage and property is somewhat remote and does not have any  

electricity.  Therefore, a generator was needed and provides an invaluable benefit to the orphanage. 

To implement this project of a water purification and management system the cost was $9,000.  Since the  

Rotary Club of Myanmar is relatively new and small and not having the means to readily raise that much  

money they found it necessary to partner with other Rotary Clubs who had experience in working with these 

kinds of water projects.  The project team on the Swedish side was made up of members from three  

cooperating Stockholm Rotary Clubs; Stockholm Sergel Rotary Club, Stockholm Laudgardslandet Rotary Club 

and Stockholm International Rotary Club.  In addition LA5 Rotary Club was brought in for their expertise in 

working with and implementing these kinds of water projects. 

Today the Care For The Least Orphanage has clean, fresh water for cooking, drinking, bathing, washing 

clothes and whatever other needs.  This clean water source has also significantly reduced the risk of illness to 

the children and staff.  Plus, they now have sufficient water for the five-acre garden which supplies the orphan-

age with fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Never underestimate the ability or fortitude of a Rotary Club when it comes to age or size.   
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Zihuatanejo Eye Clinic & SailFest—February 4—15, 2016 

Several members have expressed a desire to join the Zihua Project this coming February.  Rotary and Lions are  

to provide 10 team members each for the eye clinic, 6 of which will be doctors with the remainder being techni-

cians.   

Group airfare is being finalized with the cost being approximately $550 to $600 round-trip from Sacramento.    

Arrangements with a local hotel in Zihuatanejo has been booked.  The rates for the hotel are normally $198 

per night during high–season, room rates have been negotiated down to $97 per night.  The cost per night  

includes all taxes and breakfast.  Its been told that the rooms will all have a view of Zihua Bay, in addition to 

that wonderful view of Zihua Bay the hotel is located right on the beach.  Paradise here we come!  The cost of 

the room during the eye clinic, February 4—6, will be paid for by our Rotary Club and the Lions Club.  Addi-

tional nights will be paid for by the team members. 

The Lions Club In-Sight does not normally do an eye clinic in the same location two years in a row,  Zihuatanejo 

being an exception.  Last February, due to logistics, 270 children could not be examined.  The Lions Club felt 

very strongly about returning for these 270 children who reside in the hills surrounding Zihuatanejo, which is why 

we (Rotary Club of Plymouth-Foothills and Lions Club In-Sight) are returning to Zihuatanejo.  To make these two 

clinics work we need a team of 6 doctors and 14 technicians.  Learning to become a technician is easy, it’s a 

one-day training class at the Lions In-Site Warehouse in Vallejo.  All that is required of you is two-days work in 

the clinics in Zihuatanejo.  The rewards are many when you see the smile of one who can now see clearly, or 

child who didn’t know that a tree had individual leaves until they got their first pair of eyeglasses.   

This trip is open to not only members of our club but other Rotary Clubs as well.  Spouses and friends of Rotari-

ans are also welcome to join us. 

Eye Clinic:   

Set up for the eye clinic will be the day of arrival, February 4th, which doesn’t really take very long.   

Two eye clinics will be set up, one at La Joya School located in the hills surrounding Zihua and one at the 

Red Cross, which is where the eye clinic was held last February.  The eye clinic will be held February 5th 

& 6th.  Zihuatanejo Rotary Club will provide transportation to and from La Joya School, they will also 

provide lunch each day of the clinic.   

SailFest:   

This year our Rotary Club will be in charge of the pursuit race and sail parade.  Our responsibility will 

be logistics; getting land lubbers onto the sailboats in a timely manner. 

You can be a part of the team by signing up and joining us in Zihuatanejo.  Contact Carl or Marilyn via phone  

at 245-5400 work , or 296-4290 home, or (530) 503-7424 cell.  Or you can contact us via email—click 

here—to send an email 

mailto:marilyn@mcdanel.com
mailto:marilyn@mcdanel.com


Page 5 The Golden Grapevine 

Other Club’s Events—Come Join Their Fun 

October 3—4, 2015 Rotary Club of Smith Valley 23rd Annual Country Cruise Show http://portal.clubrunner.ca/8460 

October 23, 2015 Rotary Club of Nevada City Adventures & Wine  

   http://www.nevadacityrotary.org/content/adventures-wine-auction-0 

November 7, 2015 Rotary Club of Jackson Trivia Challenge 2015 http://jacksonrotary.org/ 

November 20, 2015 Susanville Sunrise Rotary Taste of Italy (530) 310-1840   ~   Tonya 

Training Opportunities 

Rotary Academy 2015—2016 http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50138/SitePage/rotary-academy 

Webinars https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/learning-reference/webinars/upcoming 

 2015 WASH E-Summit (Part 1):  An Introduction To Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) In Schools 

 2015 WASH E-Summit (Part 2):  WASH In Schools Beyond Toilets and Tap:  Behavior Change Through Hygiene Educations 

 3 Way To Maximize Your Global Grant Scholarship 

 2015 WASH E-Summit (Part 3):  Engaging The Community Through WASH in Schools 

 Estate Planning Tips and Your Rotary Legacy 

 Top Things You Need To Know About Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY) 

Why the Wheel for the Logo 

In 1905, Paul Harris and his cub agreed a wheel should be the emblem of Rotary.  Harry Ruggles, a printer, chose a buggy wheel 

that was simple in design, a bold circle with a hub and spokes.  It was enthusiastically accepted by the first Rotary Club, of which  

Ruggles was a member.  Ruggles is therefore credited for designing the first “print” or “name badge” version of the wheel. 

By 1906, some thought the design was too plain.  Montague Bear, an engraver, added a few clouds (that looked like dust) and little 

marks to the design to indicate a wheel in motion.  The words “Rotary Club” were added above the wheel. 

When someone pointed out that a “cloud of dust could not be raised for and aft, even by Rotary,” the design was changed again .  

The clouds of dust were subdued and a ribbon reading “Rotary Club” was added across the wheel.  The words “Rotary Club”, above 

the wheel, were replaced by “Chicago”. 

Other Rotary clubs had been forming, using the wheel as a basic design.  Many added features to identify their club with their city, 

such as a buffalo for Buffalo, NY, an oak tree for Oakland, California, etc. 

In 1920, there were 16 Rotary Clubs and 16 designs.  That was the year of the first Rotary convention, held in Chicago, the birthplace 

of Rotary.  The National Association of Rotary Clubs was formed.  The word “Chicago”, above the wheel, was replaced by “National 

Association”. 

The direct forerunner of the official Rotary emblem came from the Rotary Club of Philadelphia, which was developing its first emblem 

around 1911.  In 1912, a gear wheel in royal blue and gold was adopted as the official emblem.  By 1920, there were 57 different 

emblems nationally. 

After they complained the wheel was mechanically unsounds.  Oscar Bjoge and Charles Henry Mackintosk redesigned it.  Within a 

couple of years, it was noted that the wheel had no keyway (notched hole in the middle) and, without it, the gear was not capable of 

transmitting power to, or from, the shaft. 

The re-engineered, mechanically-correct Rotary wheel was approved by the RI Board in 1924.  The “new” emblem, in royal blue and 

gold, has remained unchanged and working happily ever since. 
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Ein perfektes WinteroktoberfestKüche erwartet Sie 

Your ticket of admission 

   Bring your friends, your neighbors, your family,  

                                        and/or prospective new members 

 

 

 

 

 

         If, in the event, of inclement weather Oktoberfest will be 

moved to the Shenandoah School 

 

 

 



Paul Wibbenmeyer 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P. O. Box 56 

Plymouth, CA 95669 

Breakfast Meetings  

Tuesday  ~  7:15a.m. 

Far Horizons 49er RV Resort 

18265 Highway 49 

Plymouth, CA 

Plymo uth  Foot h i l l s  Rotar y  

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,  

AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM. 

ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD 

 

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS 

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA 

We’re on the web 

www.pfrotory.org 

Birthdays—October 

 

 Lynn Clevenger 4 

 Anne Filer 8 

 Marilyn McDanel 8 

 Helen Ford 10 

 Carl McDanel 15 

 Jim McCamant 15 

 Susie Calhoun-Bowers 15 

 

Anniversaries—October 

 

Apparently October is not a good month to get 

married because our Club has absolutely no  

anniversaries in October 

   

 

 

September 22—District Gov. Virus Ellingwood’s Visit 

http://www.pfrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-Foothills-Rotary/119652204713070
http://pfrotary.org/

