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Presidents Message 

March 2016 

 
Greetings everyone…  
 
I always try to be a good Rotarian and communicate the Rotary theme for the month and say some-
thing inspirational about the topic. The theme for March is “water and sanitation” but other than the 

fact that lack of water jeopardized our Plymouth Garden project for a few months , I can’t think of 
anything too interesting on the subject. 
 
So, I’ll take this opportunity to talk about the upcoming conferences and training sessions in hopes of 
encouraging your participation. The first thing coming up is PETS or president elect training which ob-
viously involves Austin this year. I am confident he‘ll come back all energized and excited to be tak-
ing over just as I was last year. We also have another member who will play a role at PETS this year 
but since I’m sworn to secrecy we’ll have to wait till they return to get a full report. 
 
The main opportunity for all members is the annual District wide leadership training which is set for 
April 9. It is a one day event with informational sessions tailored to various roles like club officers or 
standing committee chairs. It’s a great way to get a grip on what these jobs typically entail as well as 
meet peers from other clubs and get lots of new ideas. There is also a grant management training 
session , a reception and a dinner for Paul Harris fellows the day before. Everyone should pick a 
topic of interest and try to go at least once. Talk to me or Austin if you have questions or need help 
with the registration process on the District 5190 website. 
 
Then, the main event of the year is the district conference in May which is in conjunction with Rotary 
Institute Leadership training , however, this conference is really about having fun and celebrating the 
accomplishments of the year. It begins with a golf tournament, there is a clambake, a lip sync contest, 
the traditional speech and music contest and numerous interesting speakers. It goes on for three days 
and I’m going to do my best to attend some of it. Finally, the Rotary International Conference , which I 
suppose is really the main event, is in Seoul, Korea this year. I can’t imagine 50,000 Rotarians in the 
same place! Troy attended the global convention at the end of his year in Lisbon and still talks about 
the extravaganza. Maybe someday…. 
 
In closing, there is no end to the available seminars, webinars, printed material, conferences, etc. to 
learn all there is to know about Rotary and leadership and self -improvement but I strongly recom-
mend the April 9 event in Reno to all the new members and especially new officers and committee 
chairs. 
 
 
Let’s have a great month…. Paul 

Charter Dinner 

March 15th 

6:00PM 

 

Vino Noceto 



Page 2 March 2016 

Calendar 

March 2016 

 1 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    John Kirkpatrick 

    CalFire 

    View Details 

 8 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Daniel D’Agostini 

    Photographer & Gardener 

 15 6:00p.m. Vino Noceto Winery 

    Charter Dinner 

    View Details 

 22 6:00p.m. Amador Senior Center 

    Music Contest 

 29 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Judge Renee C. Day 

    Amador County Superior Court 

    View Details 

Anniversaries— March 

 Thom & Leann Maestretti 8 

 Paul & Jamie Wibbenmeyer 8 

 Jennifer Pritchard 2 

 Deirdre Mueller 7 

 Gordon Binz 9 

 Will Pritchard 16 

 PJ Karnaze 20 

Calendar 

April 2016 

 2 8:00a.m. Rotary Leadership Training III 

    Reno, Nevada 

 5 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Beth 

    Volcano Theater 

 6 6:00p.m. Rotary Open House 

    Thomi’s Jackson 

8 & 9 6:00p.m. District Leadership Training 

    Reno, Nevada 

 19 6:00p.m. Location TBD 

    Evening Meeting  

 26 7:15a.m. 49er RV Park 

    Details Forthcoming  

   

Training Opportunities 
Rotary Academy 2015– 2016 The Rotary Academy is a comprehensive 7 months study program that offers the fundamentals  

    that lie at the heart of the Rotary movement.  The 10 lesson online correspondence course  

    provides information on the operations that has made Rotary so successful over the past 100  

    years. 

Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) RLI is a grassroots training program that will significantly expand Rotary knowledge and enhance 

    Leadership skills that will benefit participants in their personal, professional and Rotary lives. 

District Leadership Training   

 

To  learn more or to participate in these and other training sessions please visit District 5190’s website  - Click Here 

Birthdays— March 

Register 

 CONNECT WITH KOREA – TOUCH THE WORLD 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

MAY 28—JUNE 1, 2016 

 

REGISTRATION IS ABOUT TO CLOSE, SO IF YOU PLAN ON ATTENDING THE  

CONVENTION YOU NEED TO GET YOUR RESERVATION IN NOW  

http://www.pfrotary.org
http://www.pfrotary.org
http://www.pfrotary.org
http://www.rotarydistrict5190.org/
http://www.riconvention.org/en
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Zihuatanejo, Mexico—Eye Clinic & SailFest 

 
When the plane landed at the Zihua/Ixtapa Airport our group of eighteen hit the ground running.  We were shuttled by the Zihua 

Rotary Club to the Red Cross where we set up the various rooms for the eye clinic.  Our plans were to set up the school clinic the same 

evening, but that didn’t happen.  By the time we’d traveled all day, set up the one clinic we were well ready to kick back at the hotel. 

   Once the Red Cross clinic was set up we were shuttled to the hotel, while each team member was given their room assignment  

Marilyn McDanel was taken aside by hotel office staff and informed that the Mayor’s office had been contact with them about our 

breakfast arrangements.  The hotel normally does not start serving breakfast until 8:00AM, however, the Mayor’s office informed the 

hotel that breakfast was to be served promptly at 7:00AM and that the Mayor’s office would pick up the additional costs.  

   Friday morning Zihua Rotary was ready and waiting with transportation.  The team of six: Dr. Todd Pickens, Dr. Melody Tavakoli, 

Marilyn Hoopes, Carl & Marilyn McDanel and Mary Ann McCamant were taken to the small village of Coayucol.  When we arrived 

at the school children and parents were beginning to arrive and had gathered under the covered cancha.  Registration  was already 

in process and the clinic was soon in full operation.  By day’s end approximately 250 children and adults were seen, about one-third 

of the children received eyeglasses. 

   The other twelve team members were shuttled to the Red Cross where over the next two days approximately 1,100 people would 

be seen and most fitted with eyeglasses.  That team consisted of Dr. Kim Nguyen, Dr. Jack Anthony, Dr. Bob Mulgrew, Bob Meisel, Dr. 

Moustapha Boudiz, Paul & Jamie Wibbenmeyer, Bill & Catherine Scanlon, Kathy Simmons, Susie Clark and Troy Bowers. 

   This year several “younger” adults came through needing some pretty extreme prescriptions.  One lady in particular had a one 

year old child, her eyesight was such that she really hadn’t seen the face of her baby.  She was given a pair of eyeglasses nearest 

her needs, she was able to read the eye chart and see the face of her baby.  It moments like these that makes a trip of this nature so 

worthwhile. 

   The Tuesday after the eye clinic arrangements had been made to do a schools tour.  For a myriad of reasons and miscommunication  

the tour happened without us.  Due to a number of people leaving that afternoon the tour continued without 

our Rotary Club in  attendance.  A sad and unfortunate situation for our group.  Marilyn McDanel will be 

the first to admit that the change in activities coordinator has created some confusion with regard to the 

SailFest activities, most notably for us was the schools tour. 

   Immediately following the eye clinic SailFest began.  This year there were only a few boats in the bay, 

twenty-three to be exact.  Marilyn McDanel spoke with most of the boat owners.  It turns out that only one 

of those boat owners has a land based house, the others their boat is their home, most of whom purchased 

the boat used and fixed it.  They own no cars, no house and if their families want to visit with them they 

have fly to a designated town to join up with them.  This is pretty much the way it was when the McDanel’s 

were sailing in Mexico. 

   Carl and Marilyn McDanel helped with SailFest throughout the week.  Assisting with the Sail Parade,  

getting 125 people from 

land onto twenty-one of those sailboats sitting in the 

harbor.  The local commercial catamaran took 40 

children from the schools for the sail parade then sail-

ing between Zihuatanejo and Ixtapa a couple of ad-

ditional hours. 

    Marilyn & Carl 

were given the 

opportunity to do 

a school tour Fri-

day, February 

12th.  The first stop 

was Centenario 

School, which is the 
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Zihuatanejo, Mexico—Eye Clinic & SailFest 

school that will be receiving the grant from our Rotary Club to build out the computer room and assist with other enhancements to the 

school.  

   A number of children at Centenario 

had received eyeglasses at the  

Coayucol Village eye clinic just a few 

days before.   The young lady pictured 

here, to the far right in the group, was 

one of those recipients.   

   In 2009 the school was built from 

driftwood, poles made from trees that once grew on the property, cardboard boxes.  Basically it was 

made from whatever the parents could get their hands on.   

Centenario has students from first to sixth grades.  From Centenario 

the tour took us to the small village of Coayucol to Francisco Gonzalez Tzazaga Kindergarten.  The 

school has three classrooms with approximately 25 children per classroom.  This school is only a cou-

ple of years old.  If the parents find a need they go ahead and try to 

take care of that need to the best of their ability.   

Example:  One of the three classrooms has ceramic floor tile while the 

other two classrooms have bare cement floors.  The parents came up 

with enough tile to cover the one classroom and took care of it without 

asking permission. 

   With left over materials from 

building the three classrooms the 

parents built the principal’s office 

which is attached to the end of the 

classrooms.  The principal managed to get a cover over the cancha 

donated and erected.   

From here it was off to an unnamed school.  The school was started in what has been nicknamed the dog 

kennel.  The classroom was a 6 foot high chain link fence  attached to a 

cement slab with a tin roof cover.  The “dog kennel” is now the lunchroom.  Mothers prepare the lunch 

then bring it to school in large 

pots.  The play area is just an 

open area of dirt.  The classroom 

houses 52 children, its basically 

your two-room schoolhouse.  We 

were met by the principal who 

was  always surrounded by chil-

dren.  The school yard was no- t i c e a b l y 

void of play equipment and a cancha, there was nothing  

except dirt and a few bushes.  Along the front of the school were  

some shrubs that had been donated, these shrubs do help in making 

the classrooms a little cooler by keeping the direct sunlight out.   

 

 

 

CANCHA:  An enclosed yard specifically used for playing.  A slab is used for the 

flooring and can be covered in a pole barn type structure. 

The young lady to the right is one of 

the eyeglass recipients 

Classroom of the 

Kindergarten 
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Mothers serving lunch under 

the covered cancha 
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Classrooms & Play area 
Cinder building is original restroom, its now a utility room.  

The new restroom sits between it and the “dog Kennel” 
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Paul Wibbenmeyer 

President 

ACTION WITHOUT VISION IS WASTED,  

AND VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS JUST A DREAM. 

ACTION WITH VISION BRINGS HOPE TO THE WORLD 

 

1996 ROTARY CONVENTION ADDRESS 

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the web 

www.pfrotory.org 

P. O. Box 56 

Plymouth, CA 95669 

Breakfast Meetings  

Tuesday  ~  7:15a.m. 

Far Horizons 49er RV Resort 

18265 Highway 49 

Plymouth, CA 

Plymo uth  Foot h i l l s  Rotar y  
Zihua Eye Clinic & SailFest 

Kids & Parents Waiting 

Dr. Todd & Dr. Melody 

Marilyn Hoopes, Jack 

Bersinger and Carl 

dispensing eyeglasses 

Mary Ann has just given 

the Mayor’s wife, 

Marycruz   Ballesteros 

the PFRotary Flag, 

which will be displayed 

in the Mayor’s office  

Lines at the Red Cross Clinic 

Mary Ann &  Dr. Melody 

This woman’s eyesight was so bad that 

she had not been able to see the face 

her one year old child.  With these 

glasses she could now read the eye 

chart and see her baby for the first time 

View from our rooms 

The Team 

http://www.pfrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-Foothills-Rotary/119652204713070
http://pfrotary.org/

