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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Last month we gave thanks for the blessings of the past year, and
shared our blessings with the needy among us by preparing 24
Thanksgiving baskets. We should also be proud of our Rotary
youth who not only prepared 12 baskets of their own but also
contributed $1,000 to the food bank as well. Kudos to al of
them! Last month was also Rotary’s emphasis month on the Rotary Foundation which as and continues to support our club’s local
and internationals projects.
December is a month in which people of all faiths emphasize
showing their love for others through gifts. As Rotarians this is a
great time to follow up on being thankful for our blessings of the
past year by considering a “Gift” to the Rotary Foundation and or
Polio Plus. Both are tax deductible and a wonderful way to show
our love for our neighbors both at home and around the world.
Together with other Rotarians around the world we can make a
great impact on many lives.
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This month’s 3rd Tuesday Social will be our Christmas Party. This
year we will gather for a potluck at the Plymouth Hotel where our
hostess Elizabeth Swason will prepare the entrée and each of us
will provide the rest. Look for her email with more details. As in
years past we will also have a toy collection for the needy kiddos in
our area. Please bring and unwrapped new toy suitable for
children under 12 to the party.
As we enter the Holiday season there is always a lot going on in
our lives. By applying the Rotary Motto of “Service Above Self” to
the little extra things we can do, we can really be “Making a
Difference to those around us.

Yours in Service,
Carl
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CHRISTMAS & THE NORTH POLE
With this being December its only fitting that this article be dedicated to
the North Pole Rotary Club. The club was chartered in 1978 and has 12
members, including 2 charter members. The most recent project was to
install a bus shelter near a school and senior housing complex. During the
past fourteen years the club has installed a gazebo in a local park that they
developed and they continue to oversee the upkeep of the gazebo. Five
years ago they adopted a mile in the State’s Adopt-A-Milk program, at
least two times a year the members do their best to keep that mile clean.
They host the North Pole Health Fair and provide turkeys for Thanksgiving boxes. They sponsor a youth to attend RYLA and they provide a fouryear scholarship to a local high school student. They adopt a family in
need at Christmas. They sponsor and support a Rotaract Club. Their primary fundraisers are selling roses, hosting a basketball tournament and
hosting a halibut fry complete with a silent auction.
Pretty active for a membership of 12 people. The North Pole is located in
Alaska, about 14 miles south east of Fairbanks. As of the 2010 census
North Pole had a population of 2,117. The town itself is located about
1,700 miles south of Earth’s geographic North Pole and 125 miles
south of the Arctic Circle. During the summer one can visit the
home of Santa Claus and on July 4th participate in their Christmas Parade.
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Temperatures in North Pole are heavily affected by the amount of sunlight
with almost no lag effect from solar radiation. Santa Claus’s house is
closed during the week in January and February due to extreme cold in
those months.
The city is located in the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District.
North Pole Elementary School, North Pole Middle School and North Pole
High School are located in the city limits. The most outstanding project
that the North Pole Rotary Clubs does is a special project whereby they
challenge selected “at-risk” students to graduate high school and go on to
college. Christmas is a time that the members of the club recognize the
efforts of these students by providing them with wrapped Christmas gifts
that contain both needed and wished for items. Contact with the parents/
guardians is completed to discuss the student’s progress and to get suggestions for the child’s Christmas gifts. A Rotarian then volunteers to donate
and shop for the suggested items and then bring the wrapped gifts to be
delivered to that particular child. The wrapped gifts are sorted, arrangements are made for them to be delivered by Rotarians. Christmas 2016
twenty-six kids received appropriate Christmas gifts. For many of these
kids the gift requests were for a winter coat, new jeans or just a long-sleeve
shirt. Roughly $50 is spent per child. By making this personal connection
with the kids it has helped keep them in school

DECEMBER

With the closing of K-Mart we will not be setting up a table at
Pokerville Market this year.
The program will now expand to a year-round format. Children who are referred to the Foundation through Amador
County Schools, will have the chance to purchase new clothing
at local stores when a need arises. There will no longer be a
December radio fundraising campaign, but there will be the
opportunity to help children year-round. Donations can be
made any time by mailing a check to
Christmas To
Remember
P. O. Box 609
Jackson, CA 95642
Or, just stop by KVGC
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THANKSGIVING—AND BEING THANKFUL
It was a cold winter day, when
an old man walked out onto a
frozen lake, cut a hole in the
ice, dropped in his fishing line
and began waiting for a fish to
bite. He was there for almost
an hour without even a nibble
when a young boy walked out
onto the ice, cut a hole in the
ice not to far from the old man
and dropped in his fishing line.
It only took about a minute
and WHAM! a Largemouth
Bass hit his hook and the boy
pulled in the fish. The old man
couldn't believe it but figured it
was just luck. But, the boy
dropped in his line and again
within just a few minutes
pulled in another one. This

went on and on until finally the
old man couldn't take it any
more since he hadn't caught a
thing all this time. He went to
the boy and said, "Son, I've
been here for over an hour
without even a nibble. You
have been here only a few
minutes and have caught about
half a dozen fish! How do you
do it?" The boy responded,
"Roo raf roo reep ra rums
rrarm." "What was that?" the
old man asked. Again the boy
responded, "Roo raf roo reep
ra rums rrearm." "Look," said
the old man, "I can't understand a word you are saying."
So, the boy spit a glob into his
hand and said, "You have to
keep the worms warm!"
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In 1777, George Washington proclaimed a day of “thanksgiving” in honor
of the American defeat of the British at Saratoga. For generations, Thanksgiving was not an annual holiday but a sporadic celebration marking years
of prosperity, it wasn’t until Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 proclamation of a
national Thanksgiving Day on the final Thursday of November that the
United States celebrated the holiday with much regularity. In 1939,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in hopes that an earlier Thanksgiving
would increase spending during the Great Depression, declared that
Thanksgiving would be a week earlier, allowing for more shopping time
before the Christmas holidays.
We at the Rotary Club of Plymouth-Foothills and Interact of Amador High
School, in giving thanks during the Thanksgiving holiday, prefer to give
back to the community in which we live. Twenty-four recipients in Supervisory District 5 were presented with two boxes filled to the brim with all
the necessities for a complete Thanksgiving meal. From a turkey to the
pumpkin pie and holiday candy. Through the Food Bank Susie Clark was
given twenty-four names, the boxes were packed during our regular meeting time with the twenty-four recipients arriving later that same day to
pick up their “Thanksgiving Basket”.

INTERACT—AMADOR HIGH SCHOOL
Amanda, 2017-18 President of the Interact Club of Amador High School
presented Donna Hall, Interfaith Food Bank Board Member, with a check
for $1,000. Under the chairmanship of
Rosy the Interact Club put together and
delivered to the Interfaith Food Bank
twelve Thanksgiving baskets for Project
Thanks. Again, these baskets were
filled to the brim.
A total of 2,000 baskets were needed
this year, with a number of organizations dropping out for various reasons
the need for groups like Rotary and
Interact was greater than in years past.

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
ADVERTISING

$50 Annually

Morning Meetings
Breakfast
Tuesdays
7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Village
18265 State Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

Ro t a r y Cl ub o f Pl y m o ut h - Fo o t h i l l s
P. O. Box 56

|

Plymouth, CA 95669

Evening Mixer
Potluck
3rd Tuesday
6:00p.m.
Location Varies
Please check the website

Blue Moon Meeting
Dinner
Quarterly
5th Tuesday
6:00p.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Village
18263 State Highway 49
Plymouth, CA
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Carl McDanel
President

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org

