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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Marilyn and I hope all of you had a very Merry Christmas. I also
hope that after 2 weeks off from our meetings you all have
missed your fellow Rotarians. We will have a new cook this month
while Janet recovers from knee surgery. Marilyn
volunteered on her own (no pressure or suggestions – really!) to
cook for the meetings on the 9th, 23rd and 30th. Also, we will be
hosting the 3rd Tuesday social so this is really her month to get
cooking for Rotary.
The New Year is traditionally a time to get a fresh start and make
resolutions. Some suggestions are:
Attend more Rotary meetings
Participate in at least 1 service project each quarter
Set up auto withdrawals for Foundation giving
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We often hear it said “The more the merrier”. This is especially
true with our Rotary meetings and activities. Join with us so that
together we can be “Making a Difference”.
Yours in Service,
Carl

ROSE PARADE

The Rotary Float in the Rose Parade was the winner of the
Princess Trophy – Most outstanding floral presentation among
entries 35 feet and under in length.
The theme of the float was “Planting the Seeds of
Service” At a glance, the whimsical bunny gazing at the
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just planted peach tree appears to be in shape and form like any
other float entry. However, if you look beyond the flowers, beyond
the plant material, what you will find is the story of a child hungry
for food, drinking bacteria infested water; the story of a mother
fighting to take care of her family; the story of a family living in a
region of conflict struggling to survive. If you look deeper you will
begin to see the bunny as a symbol of the watchful gaze of
Rotarians’, the tree as a symbol of life, growing the seeds of service
provided by Rotarians’ world wide; and, bearing the fruit of
Rotary’s Six Areas of Focus giving hope to all children, all mothers,
and all families for a better world. To
enhance this message a real sapling from
one of Hiroshima’s A-Bomb survivor trees
was on the float and later planted in one of
Rotary’s Peace Gardens to help promote
peace and a green legacy. The 2018 Rotary
Rose Parade Float Committee Float is a
story of responsibility to our planet, our
children, and humanity.

ROTARY—AND PUBLIC AWARENESS
Do your friends and co-workers know that you’re a Rotarian? Do you
tell acquaintances about your club’s community involvement?
According to a public image survey commissioned by Rotary International in 2010, people are much more likely to know about Rotary and
perceive it positively as a charitable organization if they personally know
a Rotarian. The finding is just one of many that could shape how clubs
and districts promote Rotary in their communities.
RI commissioned the survey of 1,000 individuals in each of six countries; Argentina, Australia, Germany, Japan, South Africa and the U.S.
to gauge the general public’s awareness and perception of the organization. The results are consistent with those of a similar survey conducted
in 2006. While respondents had heard of Rotary, they did not know
much about what it does.
Building familiarity is not easy. Sometimes Rotarians are doing too
many things and can get people confused about Rotary. We must have
consistency when promoting the image of Rotary.
The survey showed that awareness of Rotary various from country to
country, and culture to culture. Of the six countries surveyed, Australia
had the highest proportion of respondents who said they were aware of
Rotary (95%), while Germany had the lowest (34%).
Awareness of Rotary doesn’t necessarily translate into familiarity with
what it does. While almost everyone in Australia indicated an awareness of Rotary, only 35% of respondents said they had some familiarity
with the organization. In S. Africa, where 80% of respondents indicated
they were aware of Rotary, only 23% said they had some familiarity with
what it does. Demographics plays a significant role in whether people
have heard of Rotary. The survey included a cross section of each
country’s population by age, gender, income level, and education. In
Japan 67% of respondents age 40 or older said they had heard of Rotary,
compared to only 38% of those younger than 40. In Argentina, 63% of
the highest income bracket had heard of Rotary, while only 20% of the
lowest income bracket had. The report concluded that clubs may need
to gain a better understanding of what would increase interest among
young professionals.
The public’s view of Rotarians differs somewhat from how
Rotarians see themselves. More
than 65% of respondents viewed
Rotarians as charitable, respected
and caring. But only 26% selected
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ROTARACT CLUBS RECEIVE AWARDS—FOR INNOVATION
Those Questions No One
Can Answer

Why does rain drop but
snow falls?
What disease did cured ham
have?
Can you cry under water?
Who decided that a round
pizza should be put in a
square box?
Why does grass grow where
you do not want it and not
grow where you do?

Why do we say we slept like
a baby when they wake up
every two hours and cry?
On Gilligan’s Island, the
professor could make a
radio out of a coconut. Why
couldn’t he fix the hole in
the boat?
Can you drive in the car
pool lane if you’re driving a
hearse with a corpse in it?
Why are actors IN movies
but ON television?
Why does a dog get mad at
you if you blow in his face,
but then stick his head out
the window when you take
him for a ride?
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A project launched by members of Rotaract in Uttar Pradesh, India, is
liberating women who emptied dry toilets with their hands by teaching
them skills that enable them to earn a living for their families.
Although the practice of manual scavenging was banned in India in
1993, it persists in many parts of the country. The women who engage
in it, many of them the sole wage earners for their families, make a
meager income for their efforts.
Through Project Azmat, members of the Rotaract Club of SRCC
Panchshila Park, partnered with the international nonprofit Enactus to
organize these women into a cooperative, teaching them basic literacy
skills and training them to make and market detergent.
The project also is replacing the dry latrines with two-pit toilets, which
require no maintenance and use only a small amount of water to
convert human waste into manure, improving sanitation and preventing the spread of disease. So far, the project has installed 128 of the
new toilets and enabled more than two dozen women to earn a living
through the sale of detergent.
The initiative was chosen as this year's Rotaract Outstanding Project
Award international winner, and is one of seven projects singled out
for honors. Representatives from the clubs presented their projects and
received their awards at the Rotaract Preconvention, held 4-5 June in
São Paulo.
Other regional winners:
Sub-Saharan Africa: Rotaract Club of Kisumu, Kenya, for the Rotaract East Africa Impact Project, or REACT, which brought together
more than 100 Rotaractors from Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, and
Uganda to provide households with clean drinking water and to
educate community residents about water purification and
hand-washing methods.
Asia Pacific: Rotaract Club of Selbe, Mongolia, for a project that
provided clean and safe toilets for rural schoolchildren who were
previously exposed to unsanitary outdoor facilities during harsh winter
months. Through fundraisers, the club was able to purchase a 20-foot
container that was modified to create an insulated, 18-unit facility
serving more than 1,000 secondary-school students.
Europe, Middle East, and Central Asia: Rotaract Club of Pisa,
Italy, for a project called You Are Not Alone, which involved more than
1,000 members of Rotaract in Italy who worked with psychologists to
develop school workshops for teaching students anti-bullying
techniques. The group distributed education kits and mentored
children in conflict resolution.
Latin America: Rotaract Club of Tijuana Nueva Generación, Mexico,
for Cena a Ciegas, an initiative to raise awareness and funds to support
visually impaired people. The Rotaractors worked with restaurants and
community members to collect and distribute eyeglasses and
equipment and to distribute educational materials.
South Asia: Rotaract Club of the Caduceus, India, for Breakfast
Revolution, a project providing nutritious, affordable, and tasty meals
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ROTARY—PUBLIC AWARENESS
the attribute women to describe Rotary, while more than 50% associated the
organization with men. In other questions, more respondents said they
associated club membership with men than with women. The survey
concluded that Rotary is still being seen as a male-dominated organization.
Because each Rotary club is independent in deciding what services they want
to be involved in, this can
cause mixed impressions in the communities
on what Rotary does.

ROTARACT—AND INOVATION
for children through a market-driven and sustainable supplementary food
program that also includes regular medical checkups for
the recipients. The Mumbai club, which has many
members who are doctors or medical students, partnered
with other Rotaract clubs and community organizations to develop the meals, raise funds, and market
the program.

Morning Meetings
Breakfast
Tuesdays
7:15a.m.
Far Horizons 49er RV Village
18265 State Highway 49
Plymouth, CA

United States, Canada, and the Caribbean: Rotaract Club of Grand Cayman, Cayman
Islands, for Brown Paper Bag Project, in which
members partnered with the Department of
Community Rehabilitation to bring balanced lunches to
mental health clients attending court for a required
appearance, and also to visit with them. When department funding ran out, club members took charge of
providing meals and personalizing the lunch bags with
messages and decorations.

Ro t a r y Cl ub o f Pl y m o ut h - Fo o t h i l l s

Evening Mixer

P. O. Box 56

Potluck
3rd Tuesday
6:00p.m.
Location Varies
Please check the website

|

Plymouth, CA 95669

Carl McDanel
President

We’re on the web

www.pfrotory.org
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